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Organization Name
El Rio Community Health Center

Level of Expertise Needed 
Seeking an MPH program intern to apply advanced knowledge and skills in program evaluation.

Internship Project Title
Clinic-based Medical Weight Management and Lifestyle Intervention Evaluation

Project Description
El Rio is seeking a graduate student to intern as a member of the Health and Wellness Department. Working with department staff, the intern will be involved in continuing the evaluation of a medical weight management and lifestyle intervention program by:
· reviewing appropriate research
· managing program data – including aiding with identification of outcomes and data collection process
· creating documents  - such as a program playbook, evaluation tools, others as appropriate
· planning and participating in team activities – including attending chronic disease management group classes
· Assist in patient outcome evaluation, retention and tracking
 There will be interim reports created for each cohort of patients.  There have been 6 cohorts so far, and data has only been processed for one.  A new cohort is starting at the end of August.  The plan is to evaluate each cohort individually and then compare the cohorts, as interventions have changed over the two years since inception. 

Student Characteristics
We are looking for someone with excellent oral and written communication skills, including computer skills such as Microsoft Office Suite familiarity with data management plans and data-related software.  This position requires knowledge of program planning and evaluation.

We are a collaborative team, so we need someone with the ability to respond positively to  feedback, work collaboratively, and function professionally in a healthcare delivery setting.

Spanish language proficiency would be helpful but is not required.

Background of Organization
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]El Rio has been providing accessible and affordable healthcare, primarily to underserved populations, since 1970. We serve 92.000 patients in the greater Tucson area using an urban, multi-site delivery model with 17 medical and dental clinic sites strategically located in Tucson’s medically underserved communities.  Most of our clinics are certified as patient-centered medical homes with integrated behavioral health care on site. El Rio’s mission is to improve the health of our community through comprehensive, accessible, affordable, quality and compassionate care.  Our vision is to be a national model of excellent health care, which we accomplish through dedicated and talented clinicians, staff and students. 

The position is situated with the Health and Wellness Department, which promotes a comprehensive approach to wellness for El Rio’s 1,200 El Rio employees and our 92,000 patients. Wellness Department staff have diverse backgrounds and experiences that enrich our collaborative team. We engage our employees and patients in an array of programs that support positive change in health behaviors and ultimately to improve health outcomes.

Where
The Health and Wellness department is based at the El Rio CHC Administrative Offices at 450 W. Paseo Redondo, 85701 (Downtown, near Granada and Alameda).  This position will function primarily from this address, but work may take place at all 16 El Rio CHC clinic sites as well as at various community locations. (See the website for listing of El Rio clinics www.elrio.org)  

When
Normal work schedule is somewhat flexible. Ability to meet during 8-5 business hours at least 2x a week and attend occasional evening and/or weekend classes may be required.

Supervision
Diane Haeger, MBA Program Coordinator, would be the immediate supervisor. Diane has successfully mentored many Bachelor and Master-level Public Health students over the last eight years.  In addition, the intern would work with the rest of the team, which includes two MPH’s, one of whom is also an R.D., an Exercise Physiologist as well as several fitness professionals.  

Intern Title
Program Specialist—Medical Weight Management Research Intern

Compensation/Benefits
Federal Work-Study is available for this position @ $13/hour for an 8-10 hours/week. Mileage reimbursement will be provided for work related travel.

There is an annual research fair that the student could participate in.  This is also an excellent program to consider for a Master’s project.  A MD-MPH student had a very successful project last year on the beginning of evaluating this program.

Application Contact Information
Diane Haeger, MBA at  DianeH@elrio.org or  520-256-2874

* All El Rio CHC employees must complete the El Rio employment application process, including background check, TB testing, drug testing and employment physical (paid for by El Rio) 

