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PINAL COUNTY
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES DISTRICT
INTERNSHIP PROPOSAL


Mentor Name/Position: Graham Briggs

Mentor Contact Information: 520-866-7321

Program: Infectious Diseases and Epidemiology

Project Subject: 2017-2018 Influenza Season Review

Date(s) of Internship: 6/1/2018-10/1/2018 

Estimated Costs: NA

Intern Requirements: Graduate level student in public health; understanding of and ability to conduct analysis using statistical modeling; some knowledge of SAS or other statistical analysis software

Funding Source: General Fund

Project Description (Include scope of study and County benefit): The 2017-2018 Influenza has broken records nationally and within Pinal County in the number of cases reported.  The student will complete a comprehensive analysis of influenza case data.  Based on the student’s interests and focus, this may include the determination of descriptive statistics, hospitalization rates, death rates, illness onset dates for cases, and/or comorbidities associated with more severe outcomes.  The goal of this project is to enhance Pinal County’s understanding of influenza this season and to identify efficient surveillance activities for the upcoming 2018-2019 season.  The project would utilize several data sources including surveillance data entered in Arizona’s reporting system (MEDSIS), vital records data, and medical charts.   The ultimate goal for the intern will be to gain experience in chart reviewing, utilize skills in data analysis, and provide a report with findings and future recommendations.  
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