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The University of Arizona
Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health

Organization Name
Office of Environmental Health, Arizona Department of Health Services

Internship Project Title
CDC Environmental Public Health Tracking Climate Change Content Workgroup

Project Description
The intern will assist the Arizona Department of Health Service’s participation in a CDC facilitated Climate Change Content Workgroup by helping to advance activities defined in the Workgroup’s strategic plan for 2018/2019. The deliverable will include a literature review to help define a climate and health indicator or indicator topic. For example, the workgroup focused on defining cyanobacteria blooms, and total excess mortality associated with extreme heat in the first year, which resulted in a report and indicator for public health departments to track using local public health and weather data. The intern will help support defining an indicator for West Nile Virus by completing a literature review, help support the changes from ICD-9 to ICD-10 codes for cold-weather related mortality, and help indicator metrics regarding extreme weather hazards (e.g. storms/flood/lightning). The intern will participate in a national workgroup that includes health departments across the country and at the CDC. Through the workgroup and completing this work, students will learn about a range of topics including: West Nile Virus, indicators of drought/drought vulnerability, mental health impacts, displaced persons, aeroallergens/pollen indicators, and climate impact vulnerability. There is also an option to participate in developing a state-specific public health action from this work for Arizona.

Student Characteristics
Good writing and ability to summarize the literature are required. A background in science, public health or climate change and skills in technical report writing would be helpful. Students with an interest in climate change and health or vector-borne disease is a plus. 

Background of Organization
 “Promoting Health and Wellness for all Arizonans” is the motto of the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS). ADHS was created in 1973. The Department promotes and protects the health of Arizona’s children and adults and sets the standard for personal and community health through direct care, science, public policy and leadership. The Department operates programs in behavioral health, disease prevention and control, health promotion, community public health, environmental health, maternal and child health, emergency preparedness and regulation of childcare and assisted living centers, nursing homes, hospitals, other health care providers and emergency services. ADHS is one of the largest departments in Arizona State Government with a budget of $1.5 billion dollars and a workforce of approximately 1600 employees.

This project responds to a CDC workgroup strategic plan whose mission is to identify and promote access to credible and consistent climate-related environmental and public health indicators that inform the public and support actions that protect health and address health disparities. The Climate Change Content Workgroup sees value in developing both optional regionally-relevant indicators and required nationally-consistent data measures (NCDM). Their goal is to create climate-related environmental and public health data and metrics in order to monitor and assess climate-related health risks and impacts over time.

Where
The internship will take place both at MEZCOPH with Dr. Brown and at the Arizona Department of Health Services Building in Phoenix, AZ. The student will be working in the Office of Environmental Health in the Bureau of Epidemiology & Disease Control.

When
[bookmark: _GoBack]The final report should be completed by December 2018 with tentative results provided in May 2019. Work on the project can start immediately with a goal of 180 hours (@ $15/hr).

Supervision
Matthew Roach, Epidemiology Program Manager, will supervise the intern at the Arizona Department of Health Services. Mr. Roach holds a MPH in Epidemiology and a BA in Sociology from the University of South Florida. He has a background in environmental epidemiology, occupational epidemiology, and the public health effects of climate change.

Heidi Brown, Assistant Professor (MEZCOPH), will supervise the literature review and report writing. Dr. Brown’s research interests are spatial spread of vector-borne diseases. She holds an MPH in International Health Development from George Washington University and a PhD in Epidemiology from Yale University. 

Intern Title
Climate Change Intern

Application Contact Information
Please contact Heidi Brown (heidibrown@email.arizona.edu) with a CV and letter of interest. 
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