MEZCOPH Education Committee Meeting
“Final Meeting Minutes”
August 3, 2011

Members Present:   Joe Gerald, Chair;  Scott Carvajal, Kathleen Crist, Jirina Foltysova, Amy Glicken, Robin Harris, Judy Goosherst, Paul Hsu (for Denise Roe), Leaton Jones, Tanya Nemec,  Mary Kay O’Rourke, and Chris Tisch

Voting Members Absent:   Cecilia Rosales, and Francisco Garcia
Ex- Offico Member Absent:  Doug Taren


1. Minutes Approval:  June 6, 2011 Education Committee Meeting 
A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the June 6, 2011 meeting minutes as written.

2. Announcements & Immediate Business:
    The following announcements were made to committee members:
	
	a. Competencies/Assessment Methods: 
A list has not yet been provided from Doug of assessments of competencies within section
· Scott asked whether other faculty members were simply checking off whether competencies have been addressed in a specific course. Mary Kay said she has also included which courses address the competency and has two lists for the section’s core classes and elective courses. 
· Since Doug was not present to address the issue, topic will be discussed at a later date.*

	b. MEZCOPH Syllabus Format: 
Specific “Competencies” section is to be included on syllabus to explain which of the     competencies will be addressed in that course.
· Sentiment was voiced that it seems unnecessary and takes up a lot of space on syllabus to specifically list competencies. The course objectives may cover many of the competencies. It was suggested to put the competencies on the Student Portal and then include the URL on the syllabus for the student to look at instead of including them on each course syllabus.
· Guidelines on how to write up the competencies or create a more effective way to include it in the syllabi were suggested.
· Since Doug was not present to fully discuss the topic, the discussion of competencies will be tabled for another meeting. *


	c. Student Services Announcements:  (Chris Tisch)
· Office of Student Services has hired a new student services provider, Stephanie Springer, to serve as the Doctoral and Certificate Programs Coordinator. Stephanie is an alumna of the MPH program and has worked with students in her previous roles in Residence Life and Peace Corps Fellow Program. She will begin on August 15th and the office will be communicating with faculty and continuing students about her roles within the college. It was suggested that she meet with Doctoral chairs soon after her arrival.
· Orientation is going to be held on Saturday, August 20th. A continental breakfast will be served at 8:30 with the program beginning at 9:00am in Duval Auditorium. Around 10:45, we will come back to Drachman where the MPH students will be in Rm A114 for an Alumni Panel. The Doctoral and MS program is still being developed. It was suggested that at least one doctoral alumna, a current student, and a faculty member lead a panel discussion. 
  Although no evaluation of doctoral student satisfaction with last year’s orientation was performed, the committee discussed ways to improve students’ reception of the messages needing to be given. The information that was given was correct but that several felt that the way it was delivered may not have been ideal. When the topic of academic integrity was presented, some students felt pre-judged by the faculty.
 Chris agreed that the information be delivered in a different manner and it was then suggested that the information come from the panel instead of just a faculty member(s). 
· Exit Survey Data – Chris announced she would like to present the data at each section meeting to discuss the past couple of years and to look across the college and will be contacting the section chairs to schedule a time.

	d. Announcing Dissertation Defense Presentations:
· Announcements of upcoming doctoral dissertation defenses were discussed.  Since students only have to turn in their final paperwork 7 business days in advance to the Graduate College, announcements at this time does not give faculty sufficient notice to attend. 
· It was suggested that a “Hold the Date” memo to be sent when the student’s committee decides on a date as a way to allow faculty to tentatively schedule in the defense in order to increase attendance. Another suggestion was made that a memo could be sent at the beginning of every month that includes dates, times, and locations for all events happening that month including seminars, meetings and dissertation defenses. 
· Chris offered to put sending a “Save the Date” message for upcoming defenses on the list of responsibilities for the new Doctoral Coordinator.



	e. Other Announcements:
No other announcements at this time.
	
3. Academic Program Reports/Updates:

	a. Admissions Criteria and Application Deadlines:  (Amy Glicken)
· Amy distributed two documents: 1) Fall 2011 graduate admissions update. 
2)  Graduate degree program deadlines, a table of the components of the MCAT and the GRE tests to assist in the discussion of whether or not to allow MCAT scores in lieu of GRE scores, and each program’s policy for GRE waivers.



· There was an August 1st application deadline for the Undergraduate degree. Alan and Joe will report on those numbers at a later date.
· The first of three SOPHAS Virtual Recruitment Fairs happened last month. They are cost effective because, although the college pays a registration fee, there are no travel costs. Amy said that she saw an interest from prospective doctoral and international students and they seemed knowledgeable about our school and the programs.
· She suggested to EPI/BIOS that they could advertise as an MS-PhD program which would allow students to start out getting an MS and then more easily transition into the PhD program if they are doing well. Mary Kay said that it was nice to have more continuity with students who apply to that because if they know someone is willing to continue on from the MS to the PhD, the faculty can design the student’s thesis differently to smoothly transition into the doctoral program. Robin noted that some students have done this unofficially and that with this system, they would not have to completely re-apply in SOPHAS for the PhD program. 
· A motion to allow MCAT scores in lieu of GRE scores for MPH applicants was made, seconded and approved unanimously among present committee members. Amy will create a table with the old version of the GRE, the new version of the GRE (post- August 1, 2011) and the MCAT exams for comparison.  The table and score standards will be discussed at section meetings.
b. Undergraduate Degree Program: (Joe Gerald and Alan Beaudrie)
Joe said that the minor in Public Health is now available and that it requires 3 core classes: CPH 178 - Personal Health and Wellness, CPH 300- Community Health Sciences and Services, and CPH 309 – Introduction to Epidemiology plus 9 units of electives.


c. Fall 2011 MEZCOPH Schedule:  (Kathleen Crist)
Schedule has been sent via email with enrollments as of August 2, 2011. If there are any problems or concerns, contact Kathleen Crist.  

d. Other Announcements or Updates:
 	    None at this time
4. Old Business:

	a. Course Prerequisites: 
· Joe confirmed with all undergraduate course instructors that any prerequisites for those courses are “hard-stops”, where UAccess will not allow students to sign up for a class if they have not completed the prerequisites. He suggested that the instructors for graduate level courses look at their prerequisites and asked them to consider making them “hard stops” as well through UAccess. 

b. Central Advising: (Chris Tisch)
In preparation for the doctoral coordinator’s arrival, changes related to centralized advising will be communicated to faculty and continuing students.

5. New Business:

	a. Healthcare Administration Graduate Certificate Program:  (Joe Gerald)
Joe proposed a motion to create a new Healthcare Administration Certificate program. It would consist of 16 units – 5 classes with a 1 credit capstone class. It is designed to help individuals who are working understand the administration side to healthcare without having to get the full MPH degree. A minimum GPA of 3.0 and a letter of recommendation would still be required.
· Questions about classes being delivered via video conference were raised, and Joe responded that this certificate would not take effect until fall 2012 to allow time to schedule classes in rooms capable of video conferencing. 
· The issue of allowing Qualified Tuition Remissions, or QTRs, was discussed and Joe explained that charging a program fee is being considered. This would still allow employees and their dependents/spouses to use the QTR but also allow the college to increase revenue or recoup fees.
· A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the proposed Healthcare Administration Certificate program.

b. Tuition Recovery:  (Chris Tisch)
The Graduate College reminded doctoral programs that after a doctoral student has taken all 18 required dissertation units, they only need to be registered in 1 unit to remain active. Keep this in mind with doctoral students and try to help keep them on a timeline.


c. Section Website Pages:   (Amy Glicken)
Chris, Amy, and John Hannah are working on draft pages for all of the concentrations for the   MEZCOPH website then will send to section chairs for content approval. If any of the sections have already started drafts, please contact Amy Glicken to discuss.


d. Grade Appeal Policy:  (Chris Tisch)
Some students wishing to file a grade appeal have had to use the University-wide policies and procedures; however some of the wording and steps listed in the University policy process do not apply to our college. We need our own grade appeal process and a draft policy based on the University policy was circulated. Important points mentioned:
· Student would be required to file a grade appeal with the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, not College Dean. 
· Members of the Education Committee felt that following the required meeting with the instructor, a student should meet with the Section Chair instead of the Division Director since the section chair is in charge of the academic matters of the section.  The Section Chair should then notify the Division Director that a grade appeal is taking place.
· The Assistant Dean for Student Affairs meets with student at the beginning of the process to review the steps with the student. This is an opportunity to dissuade students with frivolous requests from filing a grade appeal.  
· The policy would not be finalized in time for the fall 2011 handbook, but students and faculty will be notified when the process is finalized.
· Please Note: The document that Chris distributed originally included 3 pages. However, by mistake, only two of the three pages were distributed to the education committee. 

e. Non Degree Seeking Student Credits – Not on official Agenda   (Chris Tisch)
Chris distributed a document that proposed a motion a new policy to regulate the number of Non Degree Seeking (NDS) and graduate certificate units a student can bring in to the MPH program. The Graduate College allows students to bring in 12 NDS credits to a graduate program. The Graduate College Policy also states that a student may bring in all the units from an approved graduate certificate program plus the NDS units. Theoretically, with this policy, a student could bring in 27 units when beginning the MPH program and would only need 3 classes plus the internship to finish the program. NDS students are not paying the college’s differential tuition which does not allow the college to make money on the credits that those students are taking. Additionally, faculty often feel pressure to admit a student who has attempted take an excessive amount of units prior to admission. Does the college want to establish its own policy?
· Mary Kay suggested just capping units allowed in at 15 whether certificate units or NDS.
· Joe suggested allowing course substitution if a student has more than the allotted number of units but then they would need to make up the units with electives. 
· A motion was made, seconded and passes to limit the number of NDS units that may be applied to the MPH program.
· A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the units from a completed University of Arizona College of Public Health graduate certificate program OR 12 units of NDS credits. No combination of NDS and certificate units will be allowed. 
· Policy from the Registrar regarding NDS students states that on a certain date (the week before the semester starts), any class, even those closed to open registration, that has not filled to capacity, will be opened for NDS students and they will be able to register themselves through UAccess on a first-come first-serve basis. This relieves Judy of having to keep track of waiting lists for all classes.


The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
The next Education Committee Meeting is scheduled for September 7, 2011 in Drachman Hall, Rm A326

Changes or corrections to the minutes should be submitted to: 
Kathleen Crist, Program Coordinator, Sr.

* Action Items:
· Competencies/Assessments Methods (Doug Taren)
· MEZCOPH Syllabus Format: Competencies included in course syllabi (Doug Taren)
6

image1.emf
Fall 2011 MEZCOPH  Graduate Applicants_Deadlines and MCAT_GRE Scores.pdf


Fall 2011 MEZCOPH Graduate Applicants_Deadlines and MCAT_GRE Scores.pdf













