MEZCOPH Education Committee Meeting
“Final Meeting Minutes”
June 2, 2010
  

Members Present:  Doug Taren, Chair; Kathryn Coe (via videoconferencing),  Francisco Garcia, Joe Gerald, Robin Harris, Mary Kay O’Rourke, Denise Roe, Chris Tisch, Alan Beaudrie, Kathleen Crist and Judy Goosherst

Voting Members Absent:  Lisa Staten

1. Minutes Approval:  May 5, 2010 Education Committee Meeting (All Committee Members)
A motion was made and seconded to approve the May 5, 2010 meeting minutes.  The motion passed by a vote of 6-0.  Kathleen Crist will post the final copy of the May 5, 2010 meeting minutes to the Wiki and Intranet websites.*

2. Announcements & Immediate Business:  (Doug Taren)

The following announcements were made to committee members:
a.  Section Action Plans – Due:  September 1, 2010 Meeting (last year’s section plans on Wiki site)
b.  Spring 2011 Course Schedule – Due:  June 27, 2010 to UA-RCS (Kathleen Crist)
Key points from discussion:
· Robin Harris would like to change time of CPH 309 to earlier in the day
· A motion was made and seconded that all course schedule changes are determined by the Office of the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs with consultation and consent of section chairs, after discussion with section faculty.  Schedule changes are then brought to the Education Committee for notification purposes.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6-0. 
c. Graduate Student Orientation in August (Chris Tisch)
Key points from discussion:
· Fall 2010 Graduate Student Orientation is scheduled for August 21, 2010 from 8:00 am – 1:00 pm
· 134 new graduate students will be matriculating for the fall 2010 semester.  This is the largest class ever.
· There are still approximately 30-40 students who are still “undecided” and have not committed to MEZCOPH admission offer.
· Chris is working on finding a large from for orientation (e.g. top floor of AHSC library or Nursing 117).  Also, looking to have the Phoenix graduate students attend orientation or possibly have a separate orientation at the Phoenix campus.  Chris stated she hoping to have a good faculty attendance at this year’s orientation, as orientation is a great opportunity to communicate: “What does the College of Public Health do?” 
· Should orientation be focused more at the section level?  Possibly have an hour College presentation piece and then have the sections take the lead by moving toward a more section focused student orientation.  Please send your ideas and feedback on this subject to Chris Tisch.
				
3. Academic Program Reports/Updates:
a. Admissions:  (Chris Tisch)
· 134 new graduate students will be matriculating for the fall 2010 semester; largest class ever. There are still approximately 30-40 students who are still “undecided” and have not committed to MEZCOPH admission offer.

b. Undergraduate Degree Program:  (Joe Gerald)
· The new BSPH program has admitted its first (2) students to the major.
· The MEZCOPH Undergraduate Executive Committee will be submitting a proposed new course request for an undergraduate communications course (prerequisite for the BSPH degree program).
4. Old Business:

a. Catalog and Handbook Changes – Section Updates and Revisions 2010-2011

· Public Health Practice (Doug Taren)
Doug presented the MPH in PHP 2010-2011 course sequencing for committee review (see file below for PHP course sequencing).



After committee review and discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve the MPH in Public Health Practice 2010-2011 course sequencing.   The motion was approved by a vote of 6-0.*

· Family and Child Health (Francisco Garcia)
Francisco reported that the FCH section catalog and handbook changes would be distributed to the Education Committee for review and approval by email by next week.   Francisco stated he will contact Nicky Teufel-Shone to get the “lastest” updates and changes to the curriculum and course sequencing.*


· Biostatistics (Denise Roe)
Denise distributed the following handouts to committee members for review of the Biostatistics section’s 2010-2011 MPH and PhD catalog changes (see attached file below).



							

Comments from review and discussion:
· The only change to the Biostatistics MPH curriculum is the deletion of the one unit of credit for CPH 596N (course required for new catalog; however for no credit).  Therefore, the total credit hours for the MPH in Biostatistics decreased from 45 units to 44 units.
· Denise commented that preference for Biostatistics courses will be given to Biostatistics minors, as the section cannot handle as many students from main campus.  The Section has decided to have students sign a form declaring Biostatistics as their minor in order to keep track of student in the minor.  
· The following sentence on the PhD Minor in Biostatistics page of the 2010-2011 catalog will be changed to read:  Selection of courses must be performed in consultation with the Biostatistics minor faculty representative.
· In addition, the following sentence will be added to the PhD Minor in Biostatistics page of the 2010-2011 catalog:  “Admission to the minor must be approved by the Biostatistics minor faculty representative and Biostatistics Section Chair no later than enrollment in the second minor course”.
After committee review and discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve the Biostatistics Section’s 2010-2011 catalog and course sequencing changes.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7-0.*

Denise distributed the following handout to committee members for review of the Biostatistics section’s 2010-2011 student handbook changes (see attached file below).



									

Comments from review and discussion:	

· Added:  PhD Qualifying Exam and Dissertation Research Proposal to Biostatistics Handbook
· Denise raised the question, “Should the Education Committee approve section handbook changes?  Are handbook changes informational or policy?  Comment:  The Education Committee approves academic policies; therefore any academic policy changes should be incorporated into the section handbooks each academic year.
· Committee suggested that the word “prospectus” be taken out of the first sentence under the heading “Dissertation Research Proposal” and replace with the word “proposal” in the Biostatistics student handbook.
· Delete the following paragraph from the student handbook and place under Public Health Minor :
MPH-BIOSTATISTICS CONCENTRATION
The Mel and Enid Zuckerman Arizona College of Public Health offers a Master of Public Health (MPH) degree featuring six concentration areas, including Biostatistics.  PhD biostatistics students can apply to the MPH Program within any of the concentration areas, except for Biostatistics.  The MPH can also serve as the students PhD minor, although the MPH requirements must be completed prior to completion of the PhD.  Visit the following website to learn more about the MPH program in general: http://publichealth.arizona.edu/AcademicPrograms/MasterPublicHealth.aspx.
· Note:  PhD minor in Public Health:  Separate faculty from PhD minors in Epi & Biostatistics
· Committee recommended using the verbiage:  “Biostatistics Section Chair” for consistency across the catalog and handbook.
· Biostatistics Handbook will be put up on the MEZCOPH website (Chris Tisch will work with Robin Harris and Denise Roe) 

After committee review and discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve the Biostatistics Section’s 2010-2011 handbook changes.  The motion was approved by a vote of 5-1 absentsion.*





b. SOPHAS Requirements and Internal Student  Program Applications (Mary Kay O’Rourke)

Mary Kay presented the following for committee review and discussion:
Proposed Preliminary Suggestion for Evaluation:  SOPHAS requirements and internal student program applications.
If students have a current file in MEZCOPH, and if that file contains verified SOPHAS transcripts and standardized test scores (GRE/MCAT/TOFEL etc.) as appropriate, then students may submit an abridged SOPHAS application for entry into a new MEZCOPH program (not concentration). The abridged application will contain:
1.  New letters of recommendation,
2.  New statement of interest, 
3.  Additional transcripts and test scores since the previous SOPHAS submission, and
4.  Demographic and other information needed by SOPHAS to create reports.
This material will be added to an existing file for faculty review.
Comments from review and discussion:
· Since student transcripts and grades have already been entered into SOPHAS, is it possible to put a “tickler” on SOPHAS, which shows that a student is already in another UA program?  Chris Tisch stated that this is not currently possible; however other Public Health programs are asking that this data be stored in SOPHAS. (Currently data can be stored for one year; Can this be longer)?
· Moot Point:  Students may be applying to a number of Public Health schools
· If a student is already in our program; they can submit a secondary application.  Chris could then forward these applications to sections (non-advertised feature of UA/SOPHAS for internal student program applications).
· Suggestion:  Do not violate the “spirit” of our contract with SOPHAS.  Inform students that they can submit transcript internally.
· Chris Tisch will determine if student data can be stored in SOPHAS longer than one year.*
The issue was tabled for future discussion.*

c. Certificate Program Policies, program Evaluation and Objectives  (Doug Taren)
Doug Taren initiated discussion regarding evaluation of MEZCOPH certificate programs:
Proposed Motion A:  Evaluation of Certificate Programs:
Director of certificate programs need to provide a written report each September that includes:
1. Number of students
2. Number of graduates
3. Average GPAs
4. Feedback from Faculty Questionnaire*  
5. Highlights and challenges during the past year

Comments from review and discussion:
· Robin Harris commented that after John Ehiri’s contract expires on current MCH Epi Certificate program, Epidemiology would like to have a track in MCH Epi.
· Denise commented that the core courses may not have room for certificate students; as we may need to open up core courses to other UA degree programs.
· If other programs have a large number of their students in our courses, then this becomes a burden to our College; these other UA programs should contribute financially to our courses.
· Should we cap our core courses?  It is ok to allow more students into our on-line sections; however there is an issue with the face-to-face sections.

· It was determined that Doug and Chris will submit evaluations regarding MEZCOPH certificate programs to the Education Committee for review each September.*

5. New Business:  
a. New Course Approvals:

· CPH 696V – Public Health Practice Seminar (Doug Taren)
Instructor:  Team Taught (proposed course to be effective Fall 2010)
Doug gave an overview of the proposed new seminar course which will be a requirement for the MPH in Public Health Practice (see attached file below).  .  The proposed date and time for the seminar is Mondays from 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm, as this would allow the MD/MPH students in Phoenix to be able to attend the course.  However this time slot interferes with the MEZCOPH designated “student time” policy.  Therefore, Kathryn Coe will check with Doug Campos-Outcalt regarding other possible time choices to offer the seminar course.  
After committee review and discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve the proposed new courses CPH 696V, Public Health Practice Seminar.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7-0.



								

· CPH 3XX - Communicating Science and Health (Joe Gerald) 
Instructor:  Yvonne Price (proposed course to be effective Fall 2010)
Joe gave an overview of the proposed new on-line prerequisite undergraduate course for the Bachelor of Science in Public Health (see attached files below).  Joe stated that since this course is a prerequisite for the BSPH, it needs to be at the 200 level.  There is concern that this course is not going to meet the needs of the BSPH program.  Currently, the format of the course will support an enrollment of approximately 20-30 students.  The future enrollment demand for this course will be 100 students.  The College could offer multiple sections of the course; however T.A.’s would be needed to assist with grading, as there is currently only one instructor to teach the course.  Another option would be to ask the communication department to offer T.A. support for the course.  If tuition dollars follow the students, then Communications would have the finances to support T.A.’s.  Also, it may make sense to have the Communications Dept. open their courses to our students.


		

After committee review and discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve the proposed new undergraduate course, Communicating Science and Health with the modification as a 200 level course.  The motion was approved by a vote of:  7-0.*


· CPH 6XX – Public Health Informatics (Robin Harris) 
Instructor:  Zhao Chen (proposed course to be effective Spring 2011)
Robin Harris gave an overview of the proposed new course, CPH 6XX, Principles of Public Health Informatics (see attached files below):



					

After committee review and discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve the proposed new course, CPH 6XX, Principles of Public Health Informatics.  The motion was approved by a vote of:  6-0.*

b. Dual PharmD-MPH degree proposal (Doug Taren) 
Doug initiated discussion regarding the proposed Dual PharmD-MPH degree proposal
 (see attached file below):


					                             
					
	Comments from review and discussion:
· Dual Degree Fees:  Talk with John Murphy regarding how many semesters a student needs to be enrolled as a Pharm D student.
· Need more coordination with each section/concentration regarding course sequencing. 
Details need to be worked out with individual concentrations regarding course sequencing for each year.
· Doug will provide John Murphy with feedback from the Education Committee.  The proposal does not need to go to the Graduate College until Fall 2010.
· Summary of committee comments:  Negotiate fees; how are they covered; development of study programs with advisors; coordination of course sequencing with concentrations.
More details are needed regarding PhPr XXX in public health.  Education Committee needs to see these course syllabi.  (see paragraph below from proposal):

PhPr 896a Pharmacy Practice Project (2) and PhPr 896b Pharmacy Practice Project (2) as well as one six-week rotation PhPr XXX in public health (to be developed/identified) (5 units) will replace CPH 909 at a level of 9 units, which will suffice for the total credit in all of the concentrations.

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m.  The next Education Committee Meeting is scheduled for August 4, 2010 in Drachman Hall, Room A326.

Changes or corrections to the minutes should be submitted to:  Kathleen Crist, Program Coordinator, Sr.




*Action Items:

· Post the final May 5, 2010 Education Committee Meeting Minutes to the Wiki website and the Education Committee Intranet site (Kathleen Crist)

· Determine a new time for CPH 309, Intro to Epidemiology and work with Associate Dean’s office to determine any time conflicts with course scheduling.  Report new time to Education Committee for informational purposes (Joe Gerald and Robin Harris)

· Incorporate the approved section academic degree program catalog curriculum changes into the 2010-2011 MEZCOPH Academic Catalog and UA Catalog (Kathleen Crist)

· Submit final FCH section catalog and handbook changes to Education Committee for email vote approval (Nicky Teufel-Shone and Francisco Garcia)

· Route new MEZCOPH course approvals through the UA Form Link curriculum system (Kathleen Crist)

· Incorporate the approved section handbook changes into the 2010-2011 MEZCOPH Section Handbooks (Chris Tisch)

· Contact SOPHAS personnel to determine if student data can be stored in the SOPHAS system for longer than one year (Chris Tisch)

· Provide evaluations of MEZCOPH certificate programs to the Education Committee for review each September (Doug Taren and Chris Tisch)

· Provide John Murphy with the Education Committee’s feedback regarding the proposed PharmD/MPH dual degree. (Doug Taren)
· Carry forward tabled agenda items and other issues for discussion to the August 4, 2010 Education Committee Agenda (Kathleen Crist)


Final September 1, 2010
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Biostatistics - UA Zuckerman College of Public Health
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Home | AboutUs | Academic Programs | StudentResources | Research | OQOutreach | Gifts & Support | Directory

Biostatistics

Home>Academics>Master of Public Health>Biostatistics

The MPH program in Biostatistics is offered by the Division of Epidemiology and
Biostatistics. The educational objective of the MPH degree in Biostatistics is to prepare
individuals to work effectively as biostatisticians in a variety of public health,
epidemiological and clinical research settings.. Candidates for admission may come from
medical and public health backgrounds. Applicants should possess 1) a demonstrated
interest and/or experience in the area of statistics, 2) in the case of a deficient overall
GPA, evidence that recent performance significantly exceeds the past average, and 3)
evidence of personal qualities that suggest the ability to commit and succeed in the

- course of studies. While courses in statistics are not required as prerequisites, students
should have had college level calculus and/or linear algebra.

FACULTY:
Denise Roe, DrPH - Section Chair; Angelika Gruessner, PhD; Paul Hsu, PhD;

Chengcheng Hu, PhD; Bonnie LaFleur, PhD, MPH; Duane Sherrill, PhD.

Biostatistics Curriculum Uy
Total Minimum Credit Requirement = 48 units

REQUIRED CORE COURSES (16 units)

CPH 573A  Basic Principles of Epidemiology (3)

CPH 574  Public Health Policy and Management (3)

CPH 575  Environmental and Occupational Health (3)

CPH 576A Biostatistics for Public Health (3)

CPH 577  Sociocultural & Behavioral Aspects of Public Heaith (3)

REQUIRED BIOSTATISTICS COURSES (23 units)
CPH 576B Biostatistics for Research (3)

CPH 576C Applied Biostatistics (3)
CPH 576D Data Management and the SAS Programming L.anguage (3)

CPH 647 Analysis of Categorical Data (3)
CPH 684 General Linear and Mixed Effects Models (3)
CPH 8685 Statistical Consulting (3)

CPH 6965 Biostatistics Seminar (1 unit — 2 times)
CPH 909 Master's Report "Internship” (3)

ELECTIVE COURSES (minimum 6 units) ~ approved by Advisor

Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health
1295 N. Martin Ave. - P.0O. Box 245163
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Biostatistics PhD

Home>Academic Programs>Doctoral Programs>Biostatistics PhD

The UA Zuckerman College of Public Health offers the following doctoral degrees with a
focus in Biostatistics: Doctorate (PhD) in Biostatistics, and a PhD Minor in Biostatistics.

The PhD in Biostatistics is offered by the Division of Epidemioclogy and Biostatistics. The
doctoral degree program in Biostatistics will have an emphasis on the foundations of
statistical reasoning and will require its graduates to complete rigorous training in applied
probability and statistical analyses. This program prepares students who have
demonstrated excellence in mathematics and the sciences to become research
biostatisticians in academia, industry, or government.

The PhD program in Biostatistics is designed for individuals having strong quantitative
skills with a background or interest in the biological, medical, or health sciences, and
potential to become effective researchers in biostatistics. Applicants for the PhD in
Biostatistics must have a prior Bachelor's degree. Applicants with a Master's degree in
biostatistics, statistics, or applied mathematics will be given preference for admission and
financial support. To the extent possible, the curriculum of each student will be tailored to
his or her background and interests. A competitive applicant to the PhD in Biostatistics
will have a strong quantitative background; at least three semesters of college-level
calculus through multivariable/vector calculus is required; in addition, one semester of

linear algebra is strongly recommended.

The doctoral program requires approximately four to five years for completion. The first
two years of this time are usually devoted to coursework, the comprehensive doctoral
examinations, and development of doctoral research. The program is research oriented
and centers on a major research project. The overall course of study is developed by the
student and the advisor, and is approved by the student's Graduate committee and the
Chair the Biostatistics Section. Students will be required to defend their dissertation
through a public presentation and oral examination with their committee.

FACULTY: )
Denise Roe, DrPH - Section Chair; Angelika Gruessner, PhD; Paul Hsu, PhD;
Chengcheng Hu, PhD; Bonnie LaFleur, PhD, MPH; Duane Sherrill, PhD.

Biostatistics PhD Curriculum

Required PhD Courses (32 units)

MATH 564 Theory of Probability (3)

MATH 566 Theory of Statistics (3)

CPH 573A Basic Principles of Epidemiology (3)
CPH 576A Biostatistics in Public Health (3)
CPH 576B Biostatistics for Research (3)

CPH 685 Statistical Consulting (3)

CPH 687 Theory of Linear Models (3)

STAT 5718 Design of Experiments (3)

STAT 675 Statistical Computing (3)

PHCL 595B  Scientific Writing Strategies, Skills and Ethics (2)
CPH 6968 Biostatistics Seminar (1 unit — 3 times)

Elective Courses*(minimum 15 units)

CPH 576C Applied Biostatistics Analysis (3)
CPH 576D Data Management and the SAS Programming Language (3)
CPH 647 Analysis of Categorical Data (3)
CPH 848 Analysis of High Dimensional Data (3)
CPH 675 Clinical Trials and Intervention Studies (3)
CPH 677 Genetic Association Studies (3)
Survival Analysis (3)

CPH 686

*Electives may also be chosen from other Statistics or Mathematics courses with
approval of the Biostatistics Faculty.
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Minor Courses (minimum 9 units)
Each PhD student must complete a minimum of 9 credit hours of course work in a minor

area. The minor area of study specifies the number of required minor units. This should
consist of a coherent set of courses in-an area (or in related areas) of application of
biostatistics; the courses may be from more than one program. Minor courses should be
primarily applied as opposed to mathematics/statistical in nature.

Dissertation (minimum 18 units)
Total Minimum Credit Requirement = 74 units

Students, who enter the Biostatistics PhD program after completion of an MPH with a
concentration in Biostatistics from MEZCOPH, may use 23 units towards the Biostatistics
PhD. Thus, students with an MPH must complete a minimum of 18 additional units-of
course work, 6 units of seminar, 9 units or more in a minor subject, and 18 dissertation
units. They will be allowed to substitute more advanced courses for any required courses

already completed.

Students entering the program with a Bachelor's degree and limited undergraduate
biology course work will be required to take “Biology in Public Health Research and
Practice” (CPH 505).

The PhD Minor in Biostatistics is designed for individuals from other University of Arizona
doctoral degree programs who wish to obtain graduate training in Biostatistics.

For more information regarding the Graduate Program in Biostatistics, please contact
Becky Corran, Recruitment and Admissions Coordinator, at phadmit@u.arizona.edu.

- Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health

A THE UNIVERSITY 1295 N. Martin Ave, - P.O. Box 245163 CEPH Agor
OF ARIZONA. Tucson, Arizona 85724 of Public H
i ; All contents copyright © 2007-2008. Arizona Board of Regents. : Pf
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PHD MINOR IN BIOSTATISTICS

The PhD minor in Biostatistics is administered by the Biostatistics Section in MEZCOPH. A total of 15 course
credits are required. Selection of courses should be performed in consultation with the Biostatistics minor faculty

representative.

PhD Minor Requirements:
Minor Courses (minimum of 15 units)

CPH 576C
CPH 576D
CPH 647
CPH 648
CPH 675
CPH 677
EPID 684
CPH 685
CPH 686
CPH 687
MATH 564
MATH 566
STAT571B
STAT 675

Applied Biostatistics Analysis (3)

Data Management and the SAS Programming Language (3)
Analysis of Categorical Data (3)

Analysis of High Dimensional Data (3)
Clinical Trials and Intervention Studies (3)
Genetic Association Studies (3)

General Linear and Mixed Effects Models (3)
Statistical Consulting (3) ’

Survival Analysis (3)

Theory of Linear Models (3)

Theory of Probability (3)

Theory of Statistics (3)

Design of Experiments (3)

Statistical Computing (3)

It is the responsibility of the student to have met prerequisites (if not already required for the student’s Major),

such as:

EPID 576A
EPID 576B

Biostatistics for Public Health
Biostatistics for Research
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UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA
MEL & ENID ZUCKERMAN CoOLLEGE OF PuBLiCc HEALTH

MPH - Biostatistics Concentration
Curriculum and Recommended Course Sequencing

MPH - BIOS Curriculum (Effective 8/10)

Required Core Courses (15 credits) Required Biostatistics Courses (29 credits)

CPH 573A Basic Principles of Epidemiology (3) CPH 576B Biostatistics for Research (3)

CPH 574 Public Health Policy & Management (3) CPH 576C Applied Biostatistics Analysis (3)

CPH 575 Environmental & Occupational Health (3) CPH 576D Data Management and the SAS

CPH 576A Biostatistics in Public Health (3) Programming Language (3)

CPH 577 Sociocultural & Behavioral Aspects of CPH 647 Analysis of Categorical Data (3)
Public Health (3) CPH 684 General Linear and Mixed Effects

CPH 596N Internship Preparation (no credit) Models (3)

CPH 685 Statistical Consulting (3)

CPH 909 Master’s Report “Internship” (3)

CPH 696S Biostatistics Seminar (1 unit — 2 times)
Electives (6)

Total Credit Hours: 44

Recommended Course Sequencing (Effective 8/10)

First Year

Fall Semester (12 credits) Spring Semester (10 credits)
CPH 576A Biostatistics in Public Health (3) CPH 576B Biostatistics for Research (3)
CPH 573A Basic Principles of Epidemiclogy (3) *CPH 574 Public Health Policy & Management (3)
*CPH 575 Environmental & Occupational Health (3) *CPH 577 Sociocultural & Behavioral Aspects of
CPH 576D Data Management and the SAS Public Health (3)

Programming Language (3) CPH 6965 Biostatistics Seminar (1)

Summer Semester (3 credits)
CPH 576C Applied Biostatistics Analysis (3)

Second Year

Fall Semester (10 credits) Spring Semester (9 credits)

CPH 684 General Linear and Mixed Effects Models (3) CPH 647 Analysis of Categorical Data (3)
CPH 685 Statistical Consulting (3) CPH 909** Master’s Report “Internship” (3)
Elective (approved by advisor) (3) Elective (approved by Advisor) (3)

CPH 696S Biostatistics Seminar (1)
CPH 596N Internship Preparation {(no credit)

*Courses offered fall & spring semesters, allowing flexibility
**Prerequisites for CPH 909 — Master’s Report “Internship”: At least 3 MPH core courses
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Major Changes to Biostatistics Student Handbook

PhD Qualifying Exam

All PhD students must pass a written PhD Qualifying Exam after their first year of study.
The exam is designed to insure that student’s have the necessary background to
continue with more advanced doctoral level courses. The exam includes both Theory
and Application sections. The exam is offered early in summer at a time announced at

the beginning of the preceding fall semester.
The material covered on the exam is based on the following courses:

Theory of Probability (STAT 564/MATH 564)
Theory of Statistics (STAT 566/MATH 566)
Biostatistics in Public Health (CPH/EPID 576A)
Biostatistics for Research (CPH/EPID 576B)

Additionally, students are encouraged to consult the following texts as background for
the exam content:

Ross SA (1994). A First Course in Probability. Fourth Edition. MacMillan

Casella G and Berger RL (1990). Statistical Inference. Wadsworth & Brooks/Cole.

Hogg RV, Craig A and KcKean JW (2004). Infroduction to Mathematical Statistics.
Prentice Hall.

Rosner BR (2006). Fundamentals of Biostatistics. Sixth Edition. Brooks/Cole.

Vittinghoff E, Glidden DV, Shiboski SC, McCulioch CE (2005). Regression Methods in
Biostatistics: Linear, Logistic, Survival, and Repeated Measures Models.

Springer.

The exam is administered in two parts over two consecutive days. The first day centers
on the Theory section, and the second day centers on the Application section. In
addition to written questions, students will be expected to perform an appropriate
analysis based on a provided data set and scientific questions.

Students who do not pass the Qualifying Exam are allowed to re-take the exam when it
is offered the next year. These students are encouraged to meet with their advisors
and the Biostatistics Program Chair to determine appropriate steps to improve their
performance. Students who do not pass the Qualifying Exam after two tries may not

continue in the PhD program.

Dissertation Research Proposal

Prior to beginning dissertation research, the student submits a "prospectus" to his or
her Graduate Committee that outlines the proposed dissertation topic and research.
The student then meets with the Graduate Committee to discuss and approve the
research plan and the writing of the Dissertation Research Proposal. The Graduate
Committee reviews this information and helps the student formulate any new plans if

appropriate.





The Dissertation Research Proposal requires the student to identify a dissertation topic,
provide an initial description of the relevant background and preliminary studies, and
summarize potential solutions. It is prepared by the student in consultation with his/her
Dissertation Research Director. It must be approved by the student’s Graduate
Committee before the student is allowed to schedule his/her Written Comprehensive
Examination. The proposed format is as follows:

o Statement of the problem (1 page)
e Background and preliminary studies (up to 15 pages)
e Potential solutions (up to 3 pages)

The entire document is expected to be at least 10 pages but no more than 20 (double
spaced).

MPH - BIOSTATISTICS CONCENTRATION

The Mel and Enid Zuckerman Arizona College of Public Health offers a Master of Public
Health (MPH) degree featuring six concentration areas, including Biostatistics. PhD
Biostatistics students can apply to the MPH Program within any of the concentration
areas, except for Biostatistics. The MPH can also serve as the students PhD minor,
although the MPH requirements must be completed prior to completion of the PhD.
Visit the following website to learn more about the MPH program in general:
http://publichealth.arizona.edu/AcademicPrograms/MasterPublicHealth.aspx.

2008/2009 Biostatistics PhD Student Handbook
Page 2
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CPH 696V PHP Seminar Fall 2010 Syllabus.docx
UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

MEL AND ENID ZUCKERMAN COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH

 



CPH 696V: Public Health Practice Seminar  

  

Fall Semester 2010

 

TIME:  Monday 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 

 

LOCATION:  College of Medicine Phoenix, Teleconference Room and Drachman A234 

 

INSTRUCTOR/STAFF:    Team Taught



OFFICE HOURS:  Office hours are by appointment.  

 

COURSE CREDIT: 1 credit unit 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course is a seminar series.  Students will be expected to attend all lectures and to participate in discussions.  This is a graduate level seminar that includes lectures from local, national and international guest speakers on current topics in public health practice.   Students will also discuss classic and cutting edge research papers affecting public health practice.  

 

COURSE PREREQUISITES:  This course is designed for MPH students in the Public Health Practice Concentration. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon completion of the course students will be able to:



1.  Present a range of Arizona and national public health practice programs and issues with their administration and management that support or impeded their mission and outcomes. 

2. Identify the strengths and weaknesses for a diversity of public health practice programs.

3. Describe current issues and trends in public health practice in Arizona and the nation.





RECOMMENDED TEXT/READINGS:  Readings will be provided to the students one week before each seminar regarding the seminar topic for the week. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

1. Students are required to attend and participate in PHP seminar.   

2. Weekly one page paper reflecting on the past week’s seminar







GRADING/STUDENT EVALUATION 



Grading Scale:   S, P, C, D, E

Grading/Student Evaluation is based on attendance, weekly papers and participation.  

      

CLASS ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION 



The following rules are implemented to help the student achieve as much success as possible from this course. 



1. Students are responsible for signing in with PHP Program Coordinator at each seminar to document attendance and to turn in weekly paper.

2. There will be no make up sessions for missed classes.  

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  Students are expected to abide by the University Of Arizona Code of Academic Integrity found at http://w3.arizona.edu/~studpubs/policies/cacaint.htm. 

 

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR:  

Class discussion and interaction are encouraged.  However, students who are disrespectful to the instructor, to teaching assistants, to their classmates, or to visiting lecturers, or who engage in unrelated conversation or activities during class, will be asked to leave the classroom.  If you are asked to leave the class, you will be recorded as an unexcused absence. 

 

Students are expected to be familiar with the UA Policy on Disruptive Behavior in an Instructional Setting found at http://hr2.hr.arizona.edu/dos/pol_disrupt.htm and the Policy on Threatening Behavior by Students found at http://hr2.hr.arizona.edu/dos/pol_threat.htm.  

 

COPH GRIEVANCE POLICY: College of Public Health students who believe they have been subjected to unfair treatment in the administration of academic policies may seek resolution of their complaints through the College of Public Health Grievance Process found at http://w3.publichealth.arizona.edu/newcoph/students/3_greivance.htm 

Students who are registered with the Disability Resource Center must submit appropriate documentation to the instructor if they are requesting reasonable accommodations: http://drc.arizona.edu/instructor/syllabus-statement.shtml .  

The information contained in the course syllabus, other than the grade and absence policies, may be subject to change with reasonable advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor. 

 

Course Schedule Template:



Week 1:	Orientation

Week 2 - 15:	Weekly presentations

Week 3 – 15:	Turn in weekly paper


image6.emf
PHP Seminar  RECOMMENDATION TO ESTABLISH NEW COURSE FORM.pdf


PHP Seminar RECOMMENDATION TO ESTABLISH NEW COURSE FORM.pdf

image7.emf
Communicating  Science and Health_Syllabus.pdf


Communicating Science and Health_Syllabus.pdf
T UMIVERSITY ©OF

ARIZONA.

MEL AND EMID ZUCRERMAN
Couece of PusLic HEALTH

Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health
University of Arizona

CPH 3XX
Communicating Science and Health

Fall 2010

SYLLABUS

TIME/LOCATION

This is an online course with no predetermined meeting times. Students will be
required to attend several virtual group meetings/presentations throughout the
semester. Groups will be responsible for coordinating their own schedules to
arrange meeting times that accommodate all members.

Go to http://d2l.arizona.edu/ to access the course site. This page includes tips on
accessing and navigating a D2L course as well as a link to check your browser
compatibility. Login requires your NetlID.

INSTRUCTOR Yvonne Price, MAMC
Drachman Hall, A321
(520) 626-4050
Email: yprice@email.arizona.edu

OFFICE HOURS Mon 2:00-3:00
Wed 10:00-11:00
Also by appointment on campus or in virtual chat room.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course prepares students to effectively communicate science and health
information to the media and public. Topics include challenges and issues in
science/health communication, communicating risk, science literacy, scientist-
journalist relations, media effects and Web 2.0.





COURSE PREREQUISITES

Students will create PowerPoint presentations with narration, produce a podcast,
attend virtual meetings and give presentations via Internet video conferencing.

Hardware requirements: Computer with high-speed Internet, microphone
(recommend USB headset mic), webcam.

Software requirements: Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Audacity (free to
download), Google Apps.

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course students will:

¢ Understand the major challenges inherent to communicating science and
health information and have a basic understanding of some key theories in
media effects (agenda-setting, framing, cultivation).

¢ Understand the current state of science literacy in the U.S. and the important
considerations in communicating with low-literate audiences.

¢ Understand the reasons for tension and distrust in journalist-scientist
relationships and know methods for effectively communicating with
journalists.

¢ Understand the key principals and issues of health risk communication, and
the roles of media, the public and the public health professional in risk
perception.

e Be able to describe the process of dissemination that takes science and
health findings from the lab to the public via the media.

e Be able to compare science/health findings with associated news stories and
evaluate the accuracy of media reporting.

¢ Have a working knowledge of the basic steps necessary to produce effective
science/health communication materials.

e Know how to produce media-related communications such as a press release,
news article and Op-Ed piece.

e Know how to give effective and concise presentations on science/health
topics.

e Know how to use Web 2.0 tools and multimedia to enhance science and
health communication, including Podcasting, blogging, recording narration,
and video conferencing.

e Have a multimedia e-Portfolio that can be used for future academic or
professional pursuits.





REQUIRED TEXTS

Don’t Be Such a Scientist — Talking Substance in an Age of Style
Randy Olsen 2009
Available in the campus bookstore and through Amazon

Am | Making Myself Clear? A Scientists Guide to Talking to the Public
Cornelia Dean 2009
Available in the campus bookstore and through Amazon

Communicating Science — A Practical Guide
Pierre Laszlo 2006
Links or downloads provided though D2L

Additional readings are provided with links.
All readings are listed in D2L in the weekly modules.

COURSE FORMAT

Each week will consist of several readings, watching a video, lecture or PowerPoint,
and participating in discussion board activities. You are responsible for completing
the weekly course work and being prepared to participate in discussion boards and
other activities. There will be weekly quizzes and/or assignments. This is a
communications course so you can expect to do a lot of communicating!

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Detailed assignment descriptions, instructions and grading rubrics are provided in
the weekly modules on the D2L course site.

Participation/Discussion Boards: 15 points per week for active and thoughtful
participation in the discussion board assignments.

Pre-test and post-test: The pre and post tests are not included in your total
possible points, but there is a total of 10 possible points extra credit between the
two tests. You must take and successfully pass the pre-test before you will have
access to the full course, which includes ALL content (modules, discussion boards,
quizzes and assignments). The pre-test covers information from the syllabus, basic
D2L navigation tools, and some science/health communication basics. The post-
test is meant to be a simple measuring stick of knowledge gained. Post-test
questions will address the same basic principles as the pre-test.

e-Portfolio: We will use Google Sites to create your e-portfolio. You will create
the basic framework of your e-portfolio over the first few weeks of the semester,
and then build your content over the course of the semester as we work through





material and assignments. After each assignment is graded and returned you can
make any necessary changes/edits before uploading the piece to your e-portfolio.
Your e-portfolio will be graded at the end of the semester in conjunction with your
final project and serve as a record of all the science/health communications you
produced. Your e-portfolio is yours to keep and maintain for future academic or
professional endeavors.

News Media Analysis: Choose a popular science/health study and find at least
three media stories based on the study. Media stories may include any magazine
articles, TV news reports/interviews, podcasts or newspaper stories produced by a
well-known news media outlet as long as you can provide a link to the
article/broadcast. The analysis will be guided by a comparison of the original study
with the news media representations of that study. (750-1000 words).

Press Release: Choose any science or health study/journal article and write a
short press release. You may use your own research or a science/health project
from another course as the topic for your press release. (300-500 words).

Podcast: You will use Audacity, a free audio editing program, to produce a
podcast on a science/health topic of your choice. The content of the podcast will be
scripted using the basic principles of effective science/health communication.
Quality audio will be achieved by following guidelines for recording/editing voice-
over and narration. (3-5 minutes).

OpEd: The opinion/editorial can be on a controversial science/health topic of your
choice. The piece will employ the fundamentals of communicating science/health
information to the general public. (300-400 words).

Feature: You will be able to choose from a selection of science/health topics. Role
playing will give everyone the opportunity to experience the role of journalist and
the role of scientist in media communication. The feature article must employ
proper writing structure and multiple quotes from the “scientist” you interview. It
must also include at least one photo. (500-750 words).

Blog: Your blog will be created in your e-portfolio. You are required to write three
blog entries over the course of the semester, each worth 25 points. Your blog
should have an overarching theme related to a topic in science or health. Each blog
entry will be a detailed exploration of one aspect of your topic. Details about
individual blog entries are in the weekly modules. (500 word minimum for each
entry).

Digital Story: Your digital story can be produced using either PowerPoint, a video
editing program such as Windows Moviemaker or iMovie (basic editing instructions
and support will be provided), or an online program such as Slideroll. The digital
story can be on a science/health topic of your choice and must include still images
and narration. (2-5 minutes).





Presentations: There will be two required presentations. One presentation will be
paired with the News Media Analysis assignment. The second presentation is a
stand-alone assignment in communicating risk. Presentations will be delivered live
using a webcam and microphone via Elluminate. Presentations will employ the basic
principles of public speaking and fundamentals of communicating science/health
and risk to the public. You also required to attend one practice presentation
meeting. The practice session is not graded, but will give you the opportunity to
familiarize yourself with the Elluminate environment prior to giving your graded
presentations.

Quizzes: The quiz questions come directly from the weekly readings, videos,
lectures and presentations.

Final Project: The final project consists of two parts, a communication package
and the completion of your e-portfolio. The communication package is a cohesive
pack of communication materials designed to address multiple audiences. The
communication package can be on a science/health topic of your choice and must
include three components: (1) a press release, (2) either a podcast or digital story,
and (3) an article (feature or op/ed). The content of the different components
should be complimentary not repetitive and follow the basic principles of effective
science/health communication.

GRADING

Participation/Discussion Boards (15)............. 225
Press Release..........c.cccocii i 20
POACAST.......c.iiiiiie e 40
OPEd. ..o 50
Feature..........ooo i 60
BlOG ... i 75
Digital StOry.......coocooiv i e 50
News Media Analysis..........cccccccvviiiiienniinen, 60
Presentations (2)........ccccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 120
QUIZZES (8)..ieeiiiiiiiee e 100
Final Project/e-Portfolio...............c.ccccocvinn 200
Total Possible Points 1000
SCALE

900-1000 Points.... A

800-899..........cccvee B

700-799....ccccceiiinn C

600-699..........ccceenn D

Below 600................ E





CLASS ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION

Active and regular participation in discussion boards and group presentations is
required to be successful in this course. All holidays or special events observed by
organized religions will be honored for those students who show affiliation with that
particular religion. Absences pre-approved by the UA Dean of Students (or Dean’s
designee will be honored.)

COURSE SCHEDULE

Week Topic Assignment

1 Ir.1trodu.ct|ons: course site, tools, - Meet and greet DB, pre-test
discussion boards (DB), peers, e-portfolio

2 Media effects: agenda-setting, framing, Begln building e-portfolio,

quiz, DB

3 Medla e_ffe(?ts: cultlyatlon, process and Blog #1, quiz, DB
dissemination of science/health news

4 Challenqes gnd issues in science/health Quiz, DB
communication

5 Challenges and issues in science/health News media analysis, DB
communication

6 Science literacy Press release, quiz, DB

7 Writing and speaking about Op/ed, quiz, DB, progress
science/health for public and media survey

8 Writing and speaking about News media analysis
science/health for public and media presentations, DB

9 Scientists, journalists and the public Feature, quiz, DB

10 Technl-cal skills: public speaking and Podcast, DB
narration

11 Technical skills: imagery and video Blog #2, quiz, DB

12 Risk communication DB, digital story

13 Risk communication Communl_catlng risk

presentations, DB

14 e-portfolios, citations and sources Blog #3, quiz, DB

15 Bringing it all together DB, post-test

16 Resources for building creative Final project, e-portfolio,
communication materials course survey






DISCUSSION BOARD POLICIES

In this course, discussion boards (DBs) are a place where you can integrate real
world thinking and your daily experiences with the course readings, activities, and
lectures. These ongoing class discussions expand the boundaries of the classroom
beyond the purely theoretical arena, providing an interactive space for you to
discuss topical communication matters as they emerge over the semester.

I hope that you will engage with the topics raised and with each other, asking
relevant and searching questions about communication issues that you face or
anticipate facing in the workplace, and providing useful strategies and feedback for
your classmates. The DBs should not become a series of monologues: try to
respond to and deepen your classmates’ insights, offering suggestions, alternatives,
guidance and contradictions where relevant.

We all have valuable real-world experience and insight. The DBs are a place to
respectfully share and exchange ideas, questions, speculation and answers.

DISCUSSION BOARD NETIQUETTE

e Please participate in online discussions as you would in constructive face-to-
face discussions, being professional and courteous.

¢ Remember that online communication lacks the non-verbal cues that provide
much of the meaning and nuances in face-to-face conversations. Choose
your words carefully, phrase your sentences clearly, and keep your sentences
and paragraphs brief.

¢ State the main topic of your posting in the Subject line.

e State your purpose for writing at or near the beginning of your message
whenever possible.

¢ Keep your comments concise. Try to limit your posts to around 100 words
each.

e Proofread what you post! You may want to use a word processor to draft
what you intend to say, check your spelling and grammar, and then paste
your text into the Message section of your posting. As always, please do not
use all capital letters. It makes it hard to read, and in a virtual world (online)
it means you are yelling.

DISCUSSION BOARD EVALUATION

You are required to participate in all discussion board activities. Each DB is worth
15 points, for a total of 225 points. Being that this is a communications course,
regular and relevant participation in DBs makes up more than 20% of your course
grade.





You need to post twice on each discussion board. Below is the grading rubric for
DB postings. Each of the following components counts for 5 points of the 15
points:

e Relevance to topic and topic development

e Contributes an original idea or response

e Posting is brief (100-150 words), free of errors in spelling, grammar,
punctuation and typos.

Communications: You are responsible for reading emails sent to your UA account
from your professor and the announcements that are placed on the course web
site. Information about readings, news events, your grades, assignments and other
course related topics will be communicated to you with these electronic methods.
The official policy can be found at:
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/emailpolicy.htm

| answer emails within 24 hours Monday-Friday. | regularly send out emails with
additional details and information about upcoming assignments/discussions. In
addition to reqularly checking your UA email account, you must also stay on top of
your D2L course site email.

FAQs: | regularly review and answer questions posted to the FAQ discussion board
on the D2L course site. | prefer you post guestions to the FAQ discussion board
rather than emailing, this way others can also benefit from the information.

Disability Accommodation: If you anticipate issues related to the format or
requirements of this course, please meet with me. | would like us to discuss ways
to ensure your full participation in the course. If you determine that formal,
disability-related accommodations are necessary, it is very important that you be
registered with Disability Resources (621-3268; drc.arizona.edu) and notify me of
your eligibility for reasonable accommodations. We can then plan how best to
coordinate your accommodations. The official policy can be found at:
http://catalog.arizona.edu/2008%2D09/policies/disability.htm

Academic Integrity: All UA students are responsible for upholding the

University of Arizona Code of Academic Integrity, available through the office of the
Dean of Students and online: The official policy found at:
http://dos.web.arizona.edu/uapolicies/scc5308abcd.html and
http://dos.web.arizona.edu/uapolicies/cail.html.

Classroom Behavior: Students are expected to be familiar with the UA Policy on
Disruptive Behavior in an Instructional Setting found at





http://web.arizona.edu/—policy/disruptive.pdf and the Policy on Threatening
Behavior by Students found at http://web.arizona.edu/—policy/threatening.pdf

Because this is an online course, we will follow specific Discussion Board Policies
and adhere to the rules of Netiquette.

Grievance Policy: Should a student feel he or she has been treated unfairly,
there are a number of resources available. With few exceptions, students should
first attempt to resolve difficulties informally by bringing those concerns directly to
the person responsible for the action, or with the student's graduate advisor,
Assistant Dean for Student and Alumni Affairs, department head, or the immediate
supervisor of the person responsible for the action. If the problem cannot be
resolved informally, the student may file a formal grievance using the Graduate
College Grievance Policy found at
http://grad.arizona.edu/catalog/policies/academic-policies/grievance-policy

Grade Appeal Policy:
http://catalog.arizona.edu/2008%2D09/policies/gradappeal.htm

Syllabus Changes: Information contained in the course syllabus, other than the
grade and absence policies, may be subject to change with reasonable advance
notice, as deemed appropriate.

Plagiarism: What counts as plagiarism?

e Copying and pasting information from a web site or another source, and then
revising it so that it sounds like your original idea.

e Doing an assignment/essay/take home test with a friend and then handing in
separate assignments that contain the same ideas, language, phrases, etc.

¢ Quoting a passage without quotation marks or citations, so that it looks like
your own.

e Paraphrasing a passage without citing it, so that it looks like your own.

¢ Hiring another person to do your work for you, or purchasing a paper through
any of the on- or off-line sources.
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RECOMMENDATION
TO ESTABLISH A NEW OR TEMPORARY COURSE

COURSE INFORMATION:

Course Number: CPH 3xx Course Type: [X Permanent [ Temporary

SIS Course Title: (limited to 24 characters) Course Title: (80 characters, including spaces. Anything over limit will truncate.)
Comm. Science & Health Communicating Science and Health

Initiating Department or Committee: Instructor's Name: (First, Middle, Last)

College of Public Health Yvonne Price

Effective from Semester/Year: Fall 2010 Effective to Semester/Year:

Course Description: (Enter exactly as it should appear in the catalog. Space limited to 280 characters)

This course prepares students to effectively communicate science and health information to the media and
public. Topics include challenges and issues in science/health communication, communicating risk, science
literacy, scientist-journalist relations, media effects and Web 2.0.

Units of Credit: Minimum: 3 Maximum: 3

Semester Offered: Fall [X Spring [ SummerI [~ Summer II [

CREDIT REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS:

May this course be repeated for credit? [T YES [X NO - May Not
If YES, then:

a. course my be repeated times. or b. course may be repeated up to a total of units.

Is course available for Special Examination for Credit or Grade Option? [ YES [X NO
(see http://catalog.arizona.edu/2003-04/policies/profexem.htm "Special Examination for Credit or Grade.")

If YES, then:
a. GRD (Special Examination for Credit and Grade) [ YES [ NO

b. CDT (Special Examination for Credit Only) [ YES | NO

Is course available for PASS/FAIL option? [ YES [X NO
(Undergraduate electives only.)

Is the course proposed for Honors eligibility? [ YES [X NO it is not
If YES, is it proposed as an:

[~ Honors Course [ Eligible for Honors Section [~ Eligible for Honors Contract



distributed





COURSE JUSTIFICATION AND ANALYSIS:

What programmatic need does this course satisfy? (Click appropriate box)

(¢ a. required for departmental undergraduate majors.

(" b. required for departmental undergraduate minors.

(" c. option in undergraduate curriculum

( d. proposed for General Education program in:

(C e. required in graduate curriculum.

(C f. option in graduate curriculum.

( g. other, specify (Limited to 80 characters, including spaces.):

Is this proposed course a jointly convened course (400/500)? [ YES [X NO

If YES, explain how the experiences of undergraduate and graduate students will be differentiated. Limited
to 280 characters, including spaces. Anything over limit will truncate.)

Graduate-level requirements include: (Space provided limited to 280 characters.)

FUNDING ANALYSIS:

Is proposal of this course associated with a new hire? [~ YES [X NO it is not

If NO new hire and NO course deletion, explain what adjustments will be made to current faculty
teaching assignments.

What course, if any, does this course replace? COMM 119
Notify the University Library for expected impact? [ YES |X NO [~ N/A

What space is required for this course?
This will be an on-line course.

What equipment is needed for this course?

COURSE DEPENDENCIES:

Prerequisite Course(s):

Prerequisite Condition(s):

Corequisite Course(s):

Corequisite Condition(s): Computer with high-speed Internet, microphone (recommend USB headset mic), webcam.

Mutually Exclusive Course(s):

Mutually Exclusive Condition(s):

Excluded Major:

Excluded Minor:






Special Fee:
Field Trip:

CROSSLISTINGS:

DEPARTMENT(S):

CONTACT HOURS:

Contact hours should be entered as weekly contact hours. Click appropriate contact type and add number of hours.

Contact Type

ONONONONONS!

SHONONONS

Colloquium
Discussion
Dissertation
Individual Studies
Laboratory
Lecture
Proseminar
Seminar

Studio

Workshop
Meetings during office hours

SYLLABUS:
Please submit the syllabus on disk or send us an attachment to your department representative.

Contact Hours

Print Form | Submit by E-mail [Reset Form
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Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health


University of Arizona


SYLLABUS

Principles of Public Health Informatics

Spring 2011

Time:

TBD (9-12 am?) 

Location: 
Regular Class Room TBD 


Instructor:  
Zhao Chen, PhD, MPH


 
Professor of Public Health




Drachman Hall Room # 238


        
Phone: 520-626-9011



E-mail: zchen@email.arizona.edu

Office Hours:
by appointment

Teaching Assistant:
N/A

TA Office Hours:  N/A

Course Description:  

This is an introductory course to public health informatics including public domain health data sources. The course will examine main public health databases and provide an overview on the concept, history, science, application, and significance of public health informatics. 

Course Prerequisites:  

CPH573a   Basic Principles of Epidemiology 


CPH576a   Biostatistics in Public Health 


Students who have not taken the prerequisites will need permission from the instructor to enroll the class.


Course Learning Objectives:  

Through lectures, discussions, in-class exercises, and homework, by the end of this course, students should  


1. know how to define public health informatics 


2. understand the context of public health informatics, including its history and its significant role for public health professionals and agencies in performing public health core functions and essential services


3. gain basic knowledge on the science of public health informatics


4. have the ability to outline the process and challenges of developing and managing a public health information system


5. know major public health data sources  


6. become familiar with the content, design, analysis and purpose of a number of selected public health surveillance systems, such as the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFFS), National Vital Statistics, the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) and the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES)


7. develop skills to use basic principles from epidemiology and biostatistics to analyze data and interpret results from a public health surveillance system      


Course Notes:  N/A

Recommended Texts/Readings:  


1. Public Health Informatics and Information Systems--- Health Informatics Series (edited by P W O’Carroll, WA Yasnoff, ME Ward, LH Ripp, and EL Martin) 2003 Spinger-Verlag New York, Inc. ISBN 0-387-95474-0.


2. Disease Surveillance---a Public Health Informatics Approach (edited by JS Lombardo and DL Buckeridge)2007, John Wiley and Sons, Inc. ISBN 978-0470-06812-0


A copy of each of the recommended textbooks will be put in the reserve at the Arizona Health Science Library. Additional journal articles will be provided in class or via D2L.

Course Requirements:  

Students are required to actively participate in class discussion and to collaboratively work in assigned group during the semester. Class assignments, including reading assignments, must be completed before arriving to class.


Assignments:

a. Reading: Book chapters and papers are listed corresponding to each lecture in the course schedule. Students are expected to read each of the assigned book chapters before the lecture and be ready to discuss them in class. The papers are recommended readings.


b. Homework: There are three homework assignments throughout the semester. The homework will include hands-on exercises for searching public health information, managing public health information datasets and conducting basic statistical analysis using well-known public health information databases. In addition, you will be given papers to read and prepare for class discussions.

c. Midterm: midterm will be an in-class open book test. 


d. Final paper and presentation: review on a selected topic of public health informatics or conduct a secondary data analysis using existing public health datasets.

Grading/Student Evaluation:  

10%
Class participation 


30% 
Homework 


25%
Midterm 


35%
Final paper and presentation

Class Attendance/Participation: 

Class attendance/participation is required. Prior permission from the course director should be received for any absence unless in emergency situations. No more than two excused absences will be granted. 


Course Schedule:  (Dates of classes, topics, assignments, readings, examinations)


		#

		Date

		Topic

		Reading 

		Assignment

		Due






		1

		TBD




		Concept, history, core competencies and significance of public health informatics 



		PHIIS chapters 1, 2, 6

		

		



		2

		TBD

		Information architecture (a)

		PHIIS chapter 5&7

 

		

		



		3

		TBD 

		Information architecture (b)



		DS

chapter 5

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		



		4

		TBD

		Information classification standards



		PHIIS

chapter 11

		H1

		



		5

		TBD

		Data standards and evaluation (b)



		PHIIS

chapter 12

		

		



		6

		TBD

		Key public health information systems



		DS

chapters 1&6

		

		H1



		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		



		7

		TBD

		The national vital statistics system



		PHIIS

chapter 14

		H2

		





		8

		TBD

		Midterm








		#

		Date

		Topic

		Reading

		Assignment

		Due






		9

		TBD

		Morbidity data & risk factor information systems



		PHIIS


chapter 14

		

		



		10

		TBD

		Knowledge-based information and systems

    

		PHIIS


chapter 18

		

		



		11

		TBD

		Case study 1. Public health informatics in the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey



		PHIIS

chapter 33

		H3

		H2  



		12

		TBD

		Case study 2. Developing integrated public health information system at the state level




		PHIIS


chapter 21 & 22

		

		



		13

		TBD

		Case study 3. International networking

		DS

chapters 8 & 9

		

		



		14

		TBD

		Ethics, privacy, confidentiality and security



		PHIIS


chapter 10

		

		H3



		15

		TBD

		Public health surveillance in Arizona



		

		

		



		16

		TBD

		· Final Student Presentations

		

		

		Final paper





PHIIS = Public Health Informatics and Information Systems

DS = Disease Surveillance


H = Homework

Communications:  You are responsible for reading emails sent to your UA account from your professor and the announcements that are placed on the course web site. Information about readings, news events, your grades, assignments and other course related topics will be communicated to you with these electronic methods. The official policy can be found at:  http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/emailpolicy.htm

Disability Accommodation:  If you anticipate issues related to the format or requirements of this course, please meet with me.  I would like us to discuss ways to ensure your full participation in the course.  If you determine that formal, disability-related accommodations are necessary, it is very important that you be registered with Disability Resources (621-3268; drc.arizona.edu) and notify me of your eligibility for reasonable accommodations.  We can then plan how best to coordinate your accommodations.  The official policy can be found at:http://catalog.arizona.edu/2008%2D09/policies/disability.htm

Academic Integrity:  All UA students are responsible for upholding the University of Arizona Code of Academic Integrity, available through the office of the Dean of Students and online: The official policy found at:http://dos.web.arizona.edu/uapolicies/scc5308abcd.html and  http://dos.web.arizona.edu/uapolicies/cai1.html.

Classroom Behavior: (Statement of expected behavior and respectful exchange of ideas)


Students are expected to be familiar with the UA Policy on Disruptive Behavior in an Instructional Setting found at http://web.arizona.edu/~policy/disruptive.pdf and the Policy on Threatening Behavior by Students found at http://web.arizona.edu/~policy/threatening.pdf

Grievance Policy:  Should a student feel he or she has been treated unfairly, there are a number of resources available. With few exceptions, students should first attempt to resolve difficulties informally by bringing those concerns directly to the person responsible for the action, or with the student's graduate advisor, Assistant Dean for Student and Alumni Affairs, department head, or the immediate supervisor of the person responsible for the action. If the problem cannot be resolved informally, the student may file a formal grievance using the Graduate College Grievance Policy found at http://grad.arizona.edu/catalog/policies/academic-policies/grievance-policy

Grade Appeal Policy: http://catalog.arizona.edu/2008%2D09/policies/gradappeal.htm

Syllabus Changes:  Information contained in the course syllabus, other than the grade and absence policies, may be subject to change with reasonable advance notice, as deemed appropriate. 
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RECOMMENDATION
TO ESTABLISH A NEW OR TEMPORARY COURSE

COURSE INFORMATION:

Course Number: Course Type: [X Permanent [ Temporary

SIS Course Title: (limited to 24 characters) Course Title: (80 characters, including spaces. Anything over limit will truncate.)
Principles of Public Health Informatics

Initiating Department or Committee: Instructor's Name: (First, Middle, Last)
Zhao Chen

Effective from Semester/Year: Spring/2010 Effective to Semester/Year: Spring/2020

Course Description: (Enter exactly as it should appear in the catalog. Space limited to 280 characters)

This is an introductory course to public health informatics including domains of public health data sources.
The course will examine main public health databases and provide an overview on the concept, history,
science, application, and significance of public health informatics.

Units of Credit: Minimum: 3 Maximum: 3

Semester Offered: Fall [ Spring X SummerI [ Summer II [

CREDIT REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS:

May this course be repeated for credit? X YES [~ NO - May Not
If YES, then:

a. course my be repeated 3 times. or b. course may be repeated up to a total of units.

Is course available for Special Examination for Credit or Grade Option? [~ YES X NO
(see http://catalog.arizona. edu/2003-04/policies/profexem.htm "Special Examination for Credit or Grade.")

If YES, then:
a. GRD (Special Examination for Credit and Grade) [ YES [ NO

b. CDT (Special Examination for Credit Only) [~ YES [T NO

Is course available for PASS/FAIL option? [~ YES [X NO
(Undergraduate electives only.)

Is the course proposed for Honors eligibility? [T YES [X NQitis not
If YES, is it proposed as an:

[~ Honors Course [ Eligible for Honors Section [~ Eligible for Honors Contract





COURSE JUSTIFICATION AND ANALYSIS:

What programmatic need does this course satisfy? (Click appropriate box)
(" a. required for departmental undergraduate majors.

required for departmental undergraduate minors.

option in undergraduate curriculum

. proposed for General Education program in:

required in graduate curriculum.

option in graduate curriculum.

AR IDD
@ mp a0 T

. other, specify (Limited to 80 characters, including spaces.):

Is this proposed course a jointly convened course (400/500)? [~ YES [T NO

If YES, explain how the experiences of undergraduate and graduate students will be differentiated. Limited
to 280 characters, including spaces. Anything over limit will truncate.)

Graduate-level requirements include: (Space provided limited to 280 characters.)

FUNDING ANALYSIS:

Is proposal of this course associated with a new hire? [~ YES [X NO it is not

If NO new hire and NO course deletion, explain what adjustments will be made to current faculty
teaching assignments.

What course, if any, does this course replace?
Notify the University Library for expected impact? [~ YES [X NO [ N/A

What space is required for this course?

What equipment is needed for this course?

COURSE DEPENDENCIES:

Prerequisite Course(s): CPH573a Basic Principles of Epidemiology , CPH576a Biostatistics in Public Health

Prerequisite Condition(s):_

Corequisite Course(s):

Corequisite Condition(s):

Mutually Exclusive Course(s):

Mutually Exclusive Condition(s):

Excluded Major:

Excluded Minor:






Special Fee:

Field Trip:

CROSSLISTINGS:

DEPARTMENT(S):

CONTACT HOURS:

Contact hours should be entered as weekly contact hours. Click appropriate contact type and add number of hours.

Contact Hours

0
=
o
o

Colloquium

Discussion

Dissertation

Individual Studies

Laboratory

Lecture 45

DO D000

Proseminar

Seminar

Studio

Workshop

Meetings during office hours 60

D000

?

SYLLABUS:
Please submit the syllabus on disk or send us an attachment to your department representative.
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DUAL DEGREE PROGRAM PROPOSAL

DOCTOR OF PHARMACY (PharmD) and MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH (MPH)



The PharmD/MPH is offered jointly by the College of Pharmacy and the Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health. The dual degree program allows a student to earn a PharmD and MPH in one less year than taking the two programs separately. 



Requirements 



Master of Public Health Requirements



The Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health offers an interdisciplinary Master’s program in Public Health.  Students need a minimum of 42-46 units, depending on the area of concentration selected, to complete the MPH degree.  



Doctor of Pharmacy Requirements



The College of Pharmacy requires eight units of upper division electives (non-practicum) and 15 units of practicum electives for the PharmD program. Total units (prepharmacy + professional): 67 + 142 = 209 units.



Dual Degree Requirements



Dual degree applicants must meet the application deadlines, testing requirements, and submit program fees to each program independently.  Dual degrees refer to a formal, approved program for a student to earn two degrees simultaneously.  Dual degrees allow flexibility and encourage interdisciplinary work.  Since both degrees already exist, the approval process is minimal.  The minimum requirements for dual degrees are



1. Students must apply to and be accepted into both programs (two application fees will be required),

2. Students must meet all the requirements for both degrees, and

3. Students must be enrolled for a minimum of two semesters as an MPH student.



Students enrolled in the dual degree program complete the separate requirements as an integrated curriculum taking courses for the PharmD and MPH degrees during the same semesters.   This will allow students to complete both degrees in 5 years if they are full-time students.  Students will have to work with their advisors to determine how they can coordinate their class schedules to meet both degree requirements.  This will vary by the student’s MPH concentration area of study within the MPH Program.



In summary, a student enrolled in the dual degree program may count a maximum of 21-22 units toward both degrees.  





The PharmD/MPH program will consist of the PharmD curriculum and any one of the MPH concentrations. The concentrations most easily coordinated include (and their required number of hours):



· Biostatistics (45)

· Epidemiology (44)

· Health Behavior and Promotion (43)

· Public Health Policy and Management (45)



The MEZCOPH also has concentrations in “Environmental and Occupational Health” and “ Family and Child Health.” Students may consider these concentrations but they coordination with the PharmD is more difficult. 



All MPH concentrations have a core of 15 units consisting of:



· CPH 573A	Basic Principles of Epidemiology (3)

· CPH 574	Public Health Policy and Management (3)

· CPH 575	Environmental Occupational Health (3)

· CPH 576A	Biostatistics in Public Health (3)

· CPH 577	Sociocultural and Behavioral Aspects of Public Health (3)



Each concentration then has an additional group of required courses and electives to make up the units noted above (between 28 and 31 units). 

In order to facilitate a streamlined combined program there will be acceptance of credit between the programs. Pharmacy students will complete two years of the pharmacy program and then spend one year in the College of Public Health taking exclusively MEZCOPH courses (3rd year of combined program). They will return in the 4th year of the combined program to begin completion of years 3 and 4 of the pharmacy program. Students will take MEZCOPH courses in years 1 to 4 of the pharmacy curriculum (years 1 to 5 of the combined program).



Courses with Dual Credit



Courses with “dual credit” are listed below. They are also reproduced in the curriculum list below. Students will take the course that is described as replacing another course.



CPH 576A Biostatistics in Public Health (3) will replace PhPr 861a Statistical Methods (2 units)

CPH 574 Public Health Policy and Management (3) will be taken by pharmacy students as their elective in the first semester of year two. This will add 1 unit to that semester, as the units of elective are two. NOTE, it would be possible to take other core classes instead of PHP&M at this time.

CPH 577 Sociocultural and Behavioral Aspects of Public Health (3) will replace PhPr 814 Preventive Care (2). This will increase the number of units in the semester from 18 to 19.

PhPr 896a Pharmacy Practice Project (2) and PhPr 896b Pharmacy Practice Project (2) as well as one six-week rotation PhPr XXX in public health (to be developed/identified) (5 units) will replace CPH 909 at a level of 9 units, which will suffice for the total credit in all of the concentrations.






Illustrative PharmD/MPH Dual Degree Curriculum





YEAR ONE – COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

		First Semester (17 Units)



		Pcol 832 Metabolic Basis of Pharmacotherapy (4)



		PhPr 800 Pharm Calculations (1)



		PhPr 802 Pharmaceutics (3)



		PhPr 804 Interview/Counsel Skills (2)



		PhPr 805c Pharmacy Practice (2)



		PhPr 806a Pharmaceutics Lab (1)



		Pcol 820 Case Discussions (1)



		Pcol 835a Immunology and Hematology (3)



		



		Second Semester (16 Units)        (17 Units)



		Pcol 836a Chemotherapy of Infect Dis (3)



		PhPr 887 Individualized Medicine & Applied Pharmacogenetics (3)



		PhPr 805b Pharmacy Practice (1)



		PhPr 806b Pharmaceutics Lab (1)



		PhPr 816a Patient Assessment (3)



		Pcol 821 Case Discussions (1)



		PhPr 861a Statistical Methods (2)     Students take CPH 576A Biostatistics in Public Health (3)



		PhPr 801a IPPE (2)







CPH 573A - Basic Principles of Epidemiology (3) and CPH 575 - Environmental Occupational Health (3) are offered during the summer as online courses. Students could take these at this point if desired, though it would increase their overall tuition. Doing so would reduce their load during the MEZCOPH year.

YEAR TWO – COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

		First Semester (17 Units)       (18 Units)



		PhPr 822 Case Discussions (1)



		PhPr 845 Med Use in Health Care Sys (2)



		PhPr 861b Research Design Considerations (2)



		Pcol 837a Medicinal Chemistry (3)



		Pcol 871a Pharmacology (4)



		PhPr 801b (or 801c) IPPE (2)



		PhPr 818 Compliance/Adherence (1)



		Electives (2)        Students take CPH574 Public Health Policy (or other MPH core course) – (3)



		



		Second Semester (17 Units)



		PhPr 861c Drug Information/Literature Evaluation (2)



		PhPr 875a Pharmacotherapeutics (6)



		Pcol 837b Medicinal Chemistry (2)



		Pcol 871c Pharmacology (3)



		PhPr 812 Non-Rx Meds and Devices (2)



		PhPr 801c (or 801b) IPPE (2)

















YEAR THREE (COMBINED PROGRAM) – COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH



Students take the 28 to 31 remaining units necessary for their concentration at the MEZCOPH. See the Academic Catalog of the MEZCOPH for these courses as listed under each concentration. If students take a core or required MPH course in the 2nd semester of pharmacy year three for the pharmacy elective, the class load in the MEZCOPH year can be reduced. Note the numbers vary since there are different units for the Master’s Report for the concentrations. 







PHARMACY YEAR THREE (YEAR FOUR COMBINED) – COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

		Summer Session (Optional 5-10 Units)



		



		First Semester (18 Units)



		PhPr 895b Prep for Rotations (1)



		PhPr 875b Pharmacotherapeutics (6)



		PhPr 807a Basic Pharmacokinetics (3)



		PhPr 808c Pharmacokinetics Disc (1)



		PhPr 842 Professional Practice Mgmt (3)



		PhPr 885a Applied Pharmacokinetics (2)



		PhPr 863 QA and Medication Error Reduction (2)



		



		Second Semester (18 Units)       (19 Units or 20 Units)



		PhPr 875c Pharmacotherapeutics (6)



		PhPr 843 Pharmacy Law/Ethics (2)



		PhPr 811 Advanced Pharmacy Practice (3)



		PhPr 814 Preventive Care (2)    Students take CPH 577 Sociocultural/Behavioral Aspects PH (3)



		PhPr 862 Writing Proposal for Scientific Study (2)



		Electives (2)   Students take pharmacy elective or core MPH (all are three units)



		PhPr 801d IPPE (1)





 



PHARMACY YEAR FOUR (YEAR FIVE COMBINED) – COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

		Summer Session (5-10 Units)



		



		First Semester



		Required/Elective Rotations (10-15 Units)a



		PhPr896a Pharmacy Practice Project (2)a



		



		Second Semester



		Required/Elective Rotations (10-15 Units)



		PhPr 896b Pharmacy Practice Project (2)a





a. Four units of Pharmacy Practice Project and one rotation in Public Health (internship equivalent) will count for 9 units of CPH 909. Students are required to present projects at the MEZCOPH and during the COP poster day.
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Public Health Practice

Suggested Sequence of Courses



Summer (Optional) (0-6)



CPH 573a          	Basic Principles of Epidemiology* (3)

And/or 

CPH 575            	Environmental and Occupational Health* (3)


Fall (10)

CPH 696V	Seminar (1) §

CPH 574           	 Public Health Policy and Management* (3)

CPH 569           	Fundamentals of Health Budgeting and Financial Management § (3)

CPH 535           	Multi Cultural Health Beliefs § (3)



Spring (10)

CPH 696V	Seminar (1)

CPH 576a          	Biostatistics for Public Health* (3)

CPH 641           	Advanced Health Care Administration § (3) 

CPH 572           	Applied Public Health Practice § (3)



Summer (0-6)

CPH 573a          	Basic Principles of Epidemiology* (3)

And/or 

CPH 575            	Environmental and Occupational Health* (3)


Fall (7-13)

CPH 696V	Seminar (1) §

CPH 577            	Sociocultural & Behavioral Aspects of Public Health* (3) 

CPH 594(#)       	Practicum (3-6)

Elective 		Planning/Evaluation Course (3) -or in Spring



Spring (3-9)

CPH 594	Practicum (0-3)

CPH 909	Master’s Report (3)

Elective 		Planning/Evaluation Course (3)


