MEZCOPH Education Committee

Meeting Minutes

February 6, 2008

Present:   Mary Kay O’Rourke - Chair, Doug Taren, Lisa Staten, Robin Harris, Nicky Teufel-Shone, Chris Tisch, Jane Korn, Raul Saba, Mimi Nichter, Ivy Pike, Ros Hill, Lane Johnson, Doug Campos-Outcalt (via phone conference), Amy Glicken, Linda Dobbyn, Kelly Merriam-Castro, Kathleen Crist, Sara Brinson-Soto and Kelly Hager.
1.  Minutes Approved:  The December 5, 2007 Meeting Minutes were approved with minor typographical errors.  Kathleen Crist will correct and post the Final minutes on the Wiki website.*

2. Service Recognition:  Mary Kay O’Rourke recognized Linda Dobbyn’s outstanding contributions to the MEZCOPH and its students.  Linda will be retiring on February 8, 2008 after 27 years of service to the University of Arizona.

3.  Dual Degree Programs- MPH (Doug Taren)

a. Introductions:   Introductions by the MEZCOPH Education Committee members and invited Dual Degree Program representatives were made.

b. Definitions:  Dual Degree/Joint Degree – Doug Taren clarified the difference between the terms a “dual degree” and a “joint degree”.  A dual degree is 2 degrees; 2 diplomas, whereas a joint degree is one degree; one diploma. All current interactions are Dual Degrees.
Dual Degree Representatives in attendance were:

Existing Dual Degree Programs:

Lane Johnson, Director, MD/MPH Dual Degree Program- COM – Tucson
Raul Saba, Latin American Studies, MPH/MA 
Kelly Merriam Castro, Mexican American Studies, MPH/MS

Potential Dual Degree Programs:

Doug Campos-Outcalt, MD/MPH Dual Degree Program- COM - Phoenix
Jane Korn – College of Law, JD/MPH

Mimi Nichter and Ivy Pike, Anthropology, MS/MPH

Ros Hill, Mining /Engineering, MPH/MS


c. Questions, Comments and Thoughts about Dual Degree Programs – “Existing”


Advantages of Dual Degree Programs – Discussion Items:
· Students have the opportunity to earn two complementary degrees simultaneously.
· Dual degree program offers students the opportunity for interdisciplinary study

· MPH Curriculum – customize dual degree by selecting one of six MPH concentration areas and by taking electives addressing issues of relevance. 
· Dual degree program is usually completed in 3 years (depends on credits, M.S. thesis, or exam option).
· Usually the first year of study is done in one degree program and the second year in the other dual degree program.

Challenges to  Dual Degree Programs – Discussion Items:
· Course scheduling conflicts – be aware of required courses being offered at the same time by both degree programs
· Application deadlines – may differ between dual degree programs

· Different concentration areas in Public Health have different incoming/acceptance requirements

· Each concentration in Public Health has sequential courses that each student must complete in order.

· The Dual Master Degree Program in Public Health & Mexican American Studies allows students to earn a Master of Public Health with a concentration in Public Health Policy and Management (not the other 5 areas). Kelly Merriam Castro asked if there could be more flexibility for interdisciplinary study by allowing students to choose from any of the six MPH concentration areas.  Doug Taren will contact the Graduate College regarding offering other concentration areas for this dual degree program. (Note: course schedule lay-outs will have to be reviewed for each proposed concentration to assure students can complete the program in an appropriate time plan and approved by the education committee prior to implementation.)
· Linda Dobbyn raised a dual degree advising issue regarding internship units and M.S. thesis units; we need to be explicit regarding the extent of unit overlap.   Dual degree programs should have own internship requirement page within the MEZCOPH internship manual.  An appendix for the MEZCOPH internship manual is needed describing internship report content for each dual degree program/concentration.  Overlap should be clarified for the student in this location.  
Communication Strategy between College of Public Health and Dual Degree Programs- (Mary Kay O’Rourke):
Mary Kay initiated discussion regarding developing a plan of communication between the MEZCOPH and dual degree programs.  There was a general consensus that the chief representative from each dual degree program be given access to the MEZCOPH Wiki Website and the Intranet, in order to access major educational policies and changes, and the MEZCOPH Education Committee’s monthly minutes.  It was also suggested that the chief representative from dual degree programs, be alerted to view the monthly minutes on-line, when there are policy changes or implications of policy changes, which would affect a dual degree program.  Kathleen Crist will look into establishing access for dual degree representatives to the MEZCOPH Wiki Website and the Intranet.*
c. Questions, Comments and Thoughts about Dual Degree Programs – “Potential”

· Jane Korn, representative from the potential JD/MPH dual degree program raised the issue of differential grade assignment.  COL grades are assigned as ABCDF using a curve fitting strategy. Further, students who have not gone through the first year of law school cannot compete.  The approach will have implications for MEZCOPH student GPAs.  COL will assign grades according to its policy; MEZCOPH can convert those grades as they see fit (pass/fail makes the most sense).  Some adjustment is necessary to make sure MEZCOPH students are not penalized as they require a cumulative GPA of 3.0 in order to graduate.
· Mimi Nichter from the potential MPH/Anthropology dual degree program would like to see the development of MPH/MA and MPH/PhD dual degree programs.  Doug Taren suggested the students could also earn a Graduate Certificate in Public Health (15 units).  The Graduate Certificate in Public Health will be comprised of the five courses in the Master of Public Health degree for a total of 15 units.  This certificate proposal has been approved at the Graduate College level, and will be voted on by the Faculty Senate on February 13, 2008.  A Public Health minor also exists for Graduate Students across campus (including Anthropology).  Anthropology may be able to develop a reciprocal minor for MEZCOPH PhD students.  Further some courses could be cross-list with Epidemiology and Biostatistics.
· Doug Taren explained to dual degree program representatives that the MEZCOPH currently has a $300 program fee per semester for the MPH degree program.  Instead of a “program fee”, differential tuition for all COPH courses is being discussed.  Differential tuition would be assessed on a per credit hour or per unit basis. 
· Ros Hill, potential MPH/MS – Mining Engineering dual degree representative, stated that currently the Department of Mining & Geological Engineering offers an on-line Graduate Certificate Program (15 units) in Health and Safety which includes College of Public Health courses.  Upon successful completion of the certificate program, the 15 units may transfer into a Master of Engineering degree.  Ros asked, if an MPH/MS dual degree program is established, how much time would students be required to take classes on campus?  The consensus was that students would need to attend the required classes during the correct alternate year.  This will take some course offering structuring.  
Dual Degrees – Representation (Mary Kay O’Rourke)
There was a general consensus that there should be a face-to-face meeting, every February, with dual degree representatives.  Some dual degree programs have strong section affiliations and may address issues through the section.  However, dual degree program representative can contact Doug Taren, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs regarding any dual degree issues or information needed throughout the year.
4. Program Related Reviews (action required) Doug Taren  
a. UA Phoenix:  MD/MPH Dual Degree Program (42 Credit hours):

Doug Taren gave an overview of the Dual Degree Program Proposal for the MD/MPH – Phoenix campus curriculum (see attached) and Doug Campos-Outcalt, was available by phone for questions.
The following comments/concerns were expressed:
· Faculty should be U of A faculty
· Admissions – use same mechanism as MD/MPH  Tucson campus – admitted to medical school first

· Recommended Schedule – Scholarly project starts in the Fall of Year 2 [Practicum (594]
· Timing Issue of Internship – academic part of the project could be before the core classes; internship part of the project should be after at least 3 of the core classes.

· Divide internship units – 6 units of Practicum (594) and 6 units of internship

· Students need to know something about Public Health.  By putting internship first, under-cuts why students need core courses

· Students are getting core course content in their medical school courses

· This devalues MEZCOPH core courses

· How are Public Health courses being integrated into the Phoenix medical school curriculum?

· NEED to see Phoenix M.D. Program Curriculum that covers these aspects of Public Health
· Phoenix students need more “depth” of core topics as provided by core MPH classes
· Education Committee needs to take a field trip to the Phoenix campus

· Doug Campos-Outcalt would serve as the  Practicum Director for UA Phoenix MD/MPH 
· Find ways to better  integrate all MD/MPH students in the program
· Phoenix needs a MEZCOPH Faculty Directory which lists community mentors

After committee discussion,
A motion was passed by a vote of 5-0 to approve the UA Phoenix:  MD/MPH Dual Degree Program (42 Credit hours) curriculum with the following amendments and modifications:*
Fall of Year 2:  Practicum – 6 units

Spring of Year 3:  Internship – 6 units

Kathleen Crist and Sara Brinson will work on establishing a practicum course number (594) for the MD/MPH Dual Degree Program.*

4. Consent Agenda – 
a. CPH 573a:  Moving the online version from Fall Semester to Summer Session I beginning Summer 08 was discussed.  Reason for the change is to improve availability of a core course by eliminating two sessions in the fall semester; Online-conflicts moot.  Moving the course to the summer will allow students the opportunity to take the course in any of 3 semesters:  fall, spring, or summer.   

A motion was passed by a vote of 5-0 to move the online version of CPH 573a from Fall Semester to Summer Session I.  Sara Brinson-Soto will reflect this change in the 2008 Schedule of Classes.
b. CPH 456/556 Ergonomics:  
(1) Moving the Ergonomics course to fall semester even years.

A motion was passed by a vote of 5-0 to move the CPH 456/556 course to fall semester even years.
(2) Name change from Ergonomics to “Ergonomics and Injury Prevention” was discussed.  Mary Kay explained that the course was just approved last year and Wayne Peate has only taught the course one semester.  The course is not scheduled to be taught again until fall 2010.  Areas of concern discussed by committee:  
◦Does the title reflect the course content?  

◦Was the course originally “mis-named”?
◦If course name is changed, will have to be re-numbered, which creates   additional paperwork for Academic Programs office and also GRO and course renumbering curriculum issues.
The committee denied the request to change the course title until further information is provided.  Mary Kay O’Rourke will take the name change request back to the EOH section for further discuss and clarification regarding the committees areas of concern.
(02/12/08 Follow-up note:  UA Policy realities and committee concerns were communicated to Dr. Peate who has withdrawn the name change request.)
5. Process for Consideration:
a. Changing course Name and/or Description (Mary Kay O’Rourke)
Mary Kay distributed a “draft” policy and initiated discussion regarding the need for developing a MEZCOPH Education Committee Policy for course name and description changes (see attached).  It was noted that the UA has a policy which MEZCOPH follows.  MEZCOPH needs a procedure (conforming with UA policy) to address requested changes. 
A motion was passed by a vote of 5-0 to approve the MEZCOPH Education Committee Course Name and Description proposal with the following modifications:
The wording:  “MEZCOPH Education Committee Policy” is changed to “MEZCOPH EDUCATION COMMITTEE PROCEDURE in support of University Policy”.  Also, minor wording modifications would be added to the new procedure by Mary Kay O’Rourke and Sara Brinson Soto.  
Kathleen Crist will post the revised copy of the MEZCOPH Education Committee Procedure on the Wiki Website.
6. Policy Statements: Mary Kay O’Rourke
Mary Kay initiated discussion regarding:
a. Within a section, who can serve on the Admissions Committee?  Who makes this decision?  Are there FERPA considerations?
b. Quality Assurance Reviews:  Student Admissions & Student Progress

Key discussion points made and questions raised: 
· How do we structure the admissions process?

· Sections determine who is on their admission committees

· Academic professionals have been questioned regarding sitting on admissions committee

· Faculty within a section regardless of appointment

· Should students and non-faculty members be permitted to sit on admissions committees?

· COPH faculty members are overworked and the college has a small faculty

· Many mistakes by faculty members. Admitted individuals who did not meet the COPH admissions criteria.

· Public Health Schools – Student Affairs Office and Assistant Dean’s office – know criteria for admissions; should make decision
· Define admissions criteria:  if well-written, then you can admit those that have the criteria.  Consider moving to a criteria based process.

· MEZCOPH is a small program; focus on outstanding students

· FERPA – students on admissions committees need to sign a confidentiality statement; could also use a graduating MPH student to review incoming applicants.

· What type of policies should the Education Committee make regarding who sits on admission committees?

General consensus statement for this year:  Each section will identify its own admissions committee members and section process.

An Education Committee statement was tabled for a future meeting.  It was determined that section chairs would take this issue back to their section faculty for further discussion, and then present faculty feedback to the Education Committee.  Discussion topic:  A process is developed for implementation for next year’s admission committee criteria.  

The meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m.
*Action Items:
· Post final December 5, 2007 meeting minutes on the Wiki website. (Kathleen)
· Contact Graduate College regarding ability to offer other concentration areas for the MPH/MS without additional approval – Mexican American Studies dual degree program (Doug, Kathleen)
· Establish internship requirement page for dual degree programs within the MEZCOPH internship manual (Chris, Amy)
· Establish access for dual degree representatives to the MEZCOPH Wiki Website and the Education Committee webpage on the Intranet. (Kathleen)
· Update curriculum schedule for the UA Phoenix:  MD/MPH Dual Degree Program proposal according to the motion passed at the meeting and post the document on the Wiki (Kathleen)
· Establish a CPH 594 section Practicum Course for the MD/MPH Dual Degree Program (Sara and Kathleen)

· Move the online version of CPH 573a from fall semester to summer session I. (Sara)
· Initiate further discussion with EOH section regarding Wayne Peate’s request for Ergonomics course name change.  (Mary Kay)
· Modify MEZCOPH  Education Committee Course Name and Description Proposal according to the motion passed at the meeting and post on Wiki Website (Mary Kay, Sara and Kathleen)
· Initiate discussion with section faculty regarding developing and implementing a process to determine the criteria for MEZCOPH MPH admission committee members (All)
DUAL DEGREE PROGRAM PROPOSAL

PUBLIC HEALTH AND MEDICINE
PHOENIX CAMPUS
The expansion of the MD-MPH program for medical students in Phoenix is based on the approved curriculum for the Tucson Campus students as presented in Table 1.  The course requirements are exactly the same for the Phoenix campus students in that they will take the five core MPH courses, the required Issues and Trends Course and the Clinical Leadership Course, the Internship Preparation Course, Internship and will have seven credits of electives. 

	Table 1. 
MD-MPH Courses (MPH Portion of Curriculum)

	COURSES
	CREDITS

	MPH Core Courses:


	15

	Issues and Trends


	3

	Clinical Leadership


	4

	Internship Prep



	1

	  (Subtotal Number of Credits)
	(23)

	MD-COURSES USED FOR THE MPH
	

	Internship
	6

	Practicum
	6

	ELECTIVES





	7

	TOTAL
	42


The difference between the Tucson campus and Phoenix campus programs will be in the order that students take their courses and the number of units that are used for the MPH program by the Phoenix campus students (Table 2).  Students in the Phoenix based MD-MPH program will have between 12 and 16 credits from their medical school courses used for the MD-MPH program.  The major sharing of credits is with the internship course.  All Phoenix campus medical students are required to participate in a 3½ year scholarly project (See attachment 1). This project will be completed in year 5 of their dual degree program.  This experience and this will also be counted toward their internship credits.   Although all students in Phoenix must do this scholarly project, the MD_MPH students will be required to choose a scholarly project that is in Public Health and associated with a public health agency.  Students will also have to complete the MEZCOPH internship plan and have it approved by an internship committee.  The medical students will be required to develop a prospectus of their scholarly project during their first year of medical.  The activity itself will take place over the next 2½ years and completed during the year when they are full time MPH students.  Furthermore, all students will be required to prepare a formal report and present their internship experience at the MPH Internship Conference.  The second difference will be that MD-MPH students will also be able to transfer up to 4 additional credits from the medical school as elective courses for the MPH program.  A recommended schedule of when MPH courses are taken is presented in Table 3.
	Table 2.  Comparison of MD-MPH Curriculum between Tucson and Phoenix Campuses

	Curriculum (credits)
	Tucson
	Phoenix

	5 Core courses (15)
	One-to-two each semester during the first two years. Taken in classroom in Tucson.
	Taken during the MPH year between years 2 and 3. Taken either in classroom in Tucson, or by distance learning in Phoenix

	Issues and Trends (3)
	Offered as a class in the Fall Semester.
	Offered to students in Phoenix by a COPH faculty member 

	Leadership (4)
	Intensive 3 week course after year 2, in the summer.
	Phoenix students will join the Tucson course

	Internship Prep Course (1)
	Taken on-line 
	Taken on-line (fall 2008)

	Practicum (6)
	Students do the practicum in the Fall of the MPH year 2.
	This course allows students in the MD/MPH to apply program theories to a practice situation.  Students develop individualized projects that address national and state public health goals.  Projects are approved by an academic and public health practitioner who act as mentors for the practicum.

	Internship (6)
	Students do the internship in the Spring of the MPH year 3. 
	The scholarly project is a 3 ½ year project that will meet the requirements of the internship. Students will present their project write ups to faculty with joint COM and COPH appointments and present at the MPH Internship Conference.

	Electives (7)
	Online or classroom options.
	Online options, possible development of classes in Phoenix and up to 4 credits from medical school from the Infectious Disease or Lifecycle Blocks

	Total 
	42 credits
	42 credits


Table 3.  Recommended Schedule of MPH Courses Phoenix Campus MD-MPH Program

Year 1

Spring/Summer
Internship Prep Course (1)

Year 2

Fall

Issues and Trends (3)

Practicum (6) 

Summer

Clinical Leadership (4) 

Year 3

Fall


Biostatistics (3)


Epidemiology (3)


Public Health Policy and Management (3)
Spring


Social and Cultural Aspects of Public Health (3)


Environmental and Occupational Health (3)


Internship (6)*


Electives (7)**
Year 5








Present MPH Internship Conference

* Students can start registration at anytime for internship credits and be provided grade of “K” for continuing course.

** Elective Courses can be taken anytime and possibilities include medical school courses and MEZCOPH on-line courses.
University Policy

The UA published title & course description MUST match the course description on the syllabus.  The description can be NO LONGER THAN 280 CHARACTERS.

Rationale:

The course title and description reflect content.  Title and description are the way the University tracks course comparability through time.  This is the bit of information that tells the registrars office whether 2 students (years apart) took the same course. When University listings and College syllabi are inconsistent, the College is written-up during accreditation.

MEZCOPH EDUCATION COMMITTEE PROCEDURE in support of University Policy
COURSE NAME AND DESCRIPTION SHOULD CHANGE RARELY IF AT ALL.  Change in name or description signifies a MAJOR course content change.  If a major change is the case, then a new number must be assigned and the “new course” procedure must be completed in full.  Course names (limited to 80 characters including spaces) and descriptions (limited to 280 characters including spaces) should be expected to remain stable for at least 5 years.  The University frowns on repeated changes.  This means faculty must think carefully about course names and descriptions when the developing new courses.

How an instructor changes the course description through paperwork resubmission:

1.  Paperwork must be submitted if instructors change the course title, description or content.  Be aware a new course number will be assigned. 

2.  Complete the full “new” course form.

3.  Give the section chair all the fully completed “new course” forms and the revised syllabus reflecting all changes.  The reason for the change must be compelling.

4.  The section chair takes the proposed changes to the education committee.  

5.  If the Education committee approves, the Assoc. Dean's office submits a request to the university committee.  

6.  After considerable time (~18 months) the course number, title and description are changed in the catalog as requested. THEN the instructor can change the information on the distributed syllabus.  

7.  The syllabus must always match the University catalog.  Please check each semester and make sure your course description matches the catalog description.

8. You can add a “Description Supplement” as a separate paragraph following the 280 characters of official description should you choose.  The instructor can modify the supplemental description at any time. 

