
 

 

 

Faculty Assembly Meeting Minutes 

May 29, 2019 

12:00-1:00 pm 

Drach A116 
 

Primary Faculty and Lecturers Present:   Patricia Haynes, Chair 

Jeff Burgess, Heather Carter, Dan Derksen, Leslie Dennis, Leslie Farland, Janet Foote, Joe Gerald, Iman 

Hakim, Robin Harris, Elizabeth Jacobs, Lindsay Kohler, Mary Koss, Purnima Madhivanan, Mark Martz, Boris 

Reiss, Kelly Reynolds, Denise Roe, Cecilia Rosales, Stephanie Springer, Doug Taren, Marc Verhougstraete 

 

Primary Faculty Absent: Halima Alaofe, Leila Barraza, Paloma Beamer, Edward Bedrick, Melanie Bell, Dean 

Billheimer, Heidi Brown, Elizabeth Calhoun, Robert Canales, Scott Carvajal, Zhao Chen, Christina Cutshaw, 

Duke Duncan, John Ehiri, Katherine Ellingson, Kacey Ernst, David Garcia, Lynn Gerald, Jorge Gomez, 

Eduardo Gonzalez Fagoaga, Stephanie Griffin, Phillip Harber, Jennifer Hatcher, Paul Hsu, Chengcheng Hu, 

Aminata Kilungo, Yann Klimentidis, Velia Leybas-Nuno, David Marrero, Uma Nair, Mary Kay O’Rourke, 

Sydney Pettygrove, Kristen Pogreba Brown, Stephanie Raine, Irma Ramos, Ken Schachter, Xiaoxiao Sun, 

Cyndi Thomson, Ron Watson, Nicole Yuan, Jin Zhou  

 

Other MEZCOPH Personnel Present: 

Kathleen Crist, Coordinator, Academic Curriculum - Faculty Affairs 

Danielle Embry, Coordinator, Academic Curriculum – Faculty Affairs 

Karl Krupp, Postdoctoral Research Associate, Health Promotion Sciences 

Chris Tisch, Assistant Dean, Student and Alumni Affairs 

 

1. Review of March 26, 2019 Meeting Minutes (Tricia Haynes) 

A correction to the minutes was requested - several people who were in attendance via Zoom were 

market absent (Leila Barraza, Heather Carter, Mark Martz, and Janet Foote).  A motion was made and 

seconded to approve the minutes pending this correction. The March 26, 2109 minutes were approved 

by all voting members present with three abstentions. 

 

2. Faculty Research Introductions 

Two faculty members presented a brief introduction to their research: 

a. Lindsay Kohler, Health Promotion Sciences 

3 min research - 

Kohler .pptx
 

 

 

 



b. Leslie Farland, Epidemiology and Biostatistics 

Farland_faculty5.28.

pptx
 

3. Announcements: 

 

a. Education Committee Report (Taren) 

 

 Doug visited Gulf Medical University a month ago to discuss new dual degree program, 

Masters in Public Health Practice.   

 A new concentration area in Aging is also being developed in consultation with Phoenix 

department.  

 Currently working with Pearson and AZ Online to move our online MPH course 

development over to AZ Online.  Expect the process to take approximately six months. 

 Creating another undergraduate emphasis area/minor in Data Health Science with Kacey 

and Paul in EPID/BIOS.  The emphasis area does not require coordination with other 

departments on campus but will need support from other departments (specifically Math) 

to develop the minor. 

 Working with Program Directors to enter data into Taskstream for program accreditation.  

Have entered the information and are now in the process of collecting data. 

 On August 19th from 12-2pm, Doug will offer a workshop on group projects 

 AZ Health Sciences Center has strategic plan on distance education that we are actively 

involved in. 

 Stephanie Springer is moving to College of Humanities in August. 

 

b. Seeking nominations for UA undergraduate council (Taren) 

We are seeking a representative from our college to serve on the Undergraduate Council.  It is a 

university wide committee that reviews academic programs.  Joe Gerald previously served and 

explained that it is a 3-year term and the committee meets 1 hour a month.  There are two sub 

committees, academic programs and policies, which also require an hour per month.    

c. Faculty Subcommittee Report, Committee on Inclusion and Equity (TBD): Tabled 

 

d. Faculty Senate Update (Gerald) 

April meeting discussed Border Patrol disruption incident.  In May, discussed criteria outlined by 

Higher Learning Commission regarding verification of degrees to ensure faculty are eligible to 

teach courses they are assigned to. UA is deficient in this area. In the next 6-12 months, 

Department Chairs will be required to certify that faculty are qualified to teach specific courses.  

HLC qualifications are rigorous.  

e. Ad Hoc Committee on Communications (Carter) 

 Committee had conference call with Sabrina in UA Government Affairs to discuss what 

role MEZCOPH can play as advocates on various initiatives and legislative policy.  

Sabrina provided information about rules/statues that govern how faculty can engage, 

particularly from an advocacy position.  For example, if faculty member engages as an 

advocate for a specific initiative, they cannot do so as agent of UA unless UA has taken 



an official position.  For the UA to take an official position, it must be vetted and 

approved by ABOR.   

 Guidelines will be sent out via email to faculty for review.   

 ACTION ITEM: Heather Carter asked faculty to send these and additional 

questions/scenarios to her via email so that she can bring them to Office of General 

Counsel for consultation.  

 

f. Administrative Updates (Hakim)  

 Strategic Plan: emphasized that pillars are owned by the faculty. Please read them and 

participate if interested. 

 We have acquired a new historical building in Phoenix. MEZCOPH faculty located in 

Phoenix will have their offices there.  

 Dean’s Annual Fund: Available four times per year. Students, staff and faculty may apply 

to request funding for conferences, community programs, etc.  In the last cycle, they 

funded 10 of the 11 applications they received. 

 Stephanie Springer is leaving in August. Will be posting a position for a full time lecturer 

to oversee the undergraduate internship programs. Would like to hire someone this 

summer before the start of the fall semester. 

 

4. Old Business: 

 

a. Nomination for Faculty Assembly Chair and Chair-Elect (Haynes, Foote) 

Janet Foote has been nominated to chair faculty assembly.  Janet reviewed teaching load, 

research and service contributions, vision for position. 

MEZCOPH faculty 

Assembly Foote.pptx
 

With no additional nominations, Tricia declared nominations period closed.  A vote will be 

commenced shortly. 

 

5. New Business: 

 

a. Team Teaching (Rezwana Islam, Steve Kortenkamp):  Tabled 

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:00pm 

_______________________ 

Changes or corrections to the minutes should be submitted to: 

Danielle Embry, Coordinator, MEZCOPH Academic Curriculum and Faculty Affairs  

 





Faculty Research Overview


Lindsay Kohler, PhD, MPH


Assistant Professor of Practice


Health Promotion Sciences


Epidemiology and Biostatistics







How’d I get here?
• Iowa State University - BS, Microbiology


• Plant pathology lab


• University of Iowa - MPH, Epidemiology
• Immunology lab manager, RSV mouse models


• Hawkeye Flu Study, GRA


• BrightOutcome, Inc.
• Patient-centered web applications; PRO


• University of Arizona
• Nephrology, melanoma, and breast cancer clinical trials


• Human Subjects Protection Program, IRB cancer committee 
coordinator


• PhD, Epidemiology


• “Nutrition and Physical Activity Cancer Prevention Guideline 
Adherence and Association with Circulating Concentrations of 
Vitamin D and Precancerous Lesions”


• Nephrology Clinical Epidemiologist
• Discover, negotiate, manage clinical trials


• Statistical and epidemiological support for basic science lab and 
faculty











HPS - Current Research


• AZDHS Contract for CDC-RFA-DP18-1815: Improving the 
Health of Americans Through Prevention and Management of 
Diabetes and Heart Disease and Stroke


• R01CA151708: Selenium Chemoprevention: Benefits and 
Harms


• P30CA023074: UACC Behavioral and Measurement 
Intervention Shared Resource (BMISR)


• Women’s Health Initiative
• Long-term national health study in post-menopausal women (n=161,808)


• 3 clinical trials (Hormone Therapy, Dietary Modification, Calcium/Vit D) and 
an observational study


• Strategies for preventing major causes of death, disability, and frailty in 
older women, specifically heart disease, cancer, and osteoporotic fractures.


• >15 years of follow-up







Contact Info


Lindsay Kohler


lschulz@email.arizona.edu


Abrams Building 3312


(next to south Banner campus on Ajo)


520-626-3357



mailto:lschulz@email.arizona.edu






Women’s Reproductive 
Health


Leslie V. Farland, ScD
Assistant Professor 


Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
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Main Research Focus
1. What influences reproductive and gynecologic 


health? (endometriosis, infertility, pregnancy, PCOS)


2. Who receives a diagnosis and treatment?
3. How do reproductive and gynecologic health 


impact a woman’s long-term health?
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Age


Early life 
exposures


Barriers to 
care


Breast Cancer
Skin Cancer
Ovarian Cancer
Cardiovascular Disease







Nurses’ Health Study II 
116,429 registered nurses from 14 states
o 25 – 42 years old at recruitment in 1989
o Exposure, outcome, and covariate status updated every 


two years
o >90% cumulative follow-up 
o 30 years of follow-up


Ongoing Projects
1) Endometriosis and risk of adverse pregnancy outcomes 
2) Hysterectomy, oophorectomy, and tubal ligation and 


cardiovascular disease risk
3) Endometriosis and risk of type II diabetes (Endometriosis 


Foundation of America Grant 2018) 
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AfteR Treatment Study
Center for Infertility and Reproductive Surgery Research Award (2017-2018)


Re-contact 2,500 women in the Boston area who utilized 
Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) at 3 clinics in the 
Boston area between 1995-2004


Ongoing Projects:
Aim 1:  To investigate the long-term health trajectories of women 
who experienced infertility and utilized treatments 
Aim 2: To investigate family building patterns and barriers to 
continuing infertility care 
New Project: Validity and reliabitliy of self-reported fertility 
(Alesia Jung to present at SER 2019!)
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MOSART Linkage Study:
Massachusetts Outcome Study for 
Assisted Reproductive Technology


1) Pregnancy to Early Life Longitudinal Data System 
(PELL)


• Birth Certificates and Fetal Death Certificates
• Hospital stays (discharges, observational stays, emergency)


2) Society for Assisted Reproductive Technology 
Clinic Outcome Reporting System (SART CORS)


• Nationally collected ART data 
• Infertility and Cycle History 
• Cycle Outcomes
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MOSART linkage to Cancer Registry 
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Grant submissions 
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Oncofertility in MOSART linkage study
Submitted to: St. Baldrick’s Foundation 
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R01 Resubmitted July 2018: 
Infertility history and chronic disease 
profile
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R21:
Endometriosis, infertility, and risk of 
stroke
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Things I am excited about
Broadening my research on women’s health 


Adverse pregnancy outcomes
PCOS
Menstrual pain and quality of life
AMH
Oncofertility 


Timing of menopause
Cardiovascular disease 
Migraine 
Utilizing Social Media for Epidemiology 
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Thank you! 
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Mariposa 


Mark 
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MEZCOPH
FACULTY ASSEMBLY


Forum for issues of importance to the 
faculty & MEZCOPH


Consider, recommend action, &/or act 
on matters affecting the academic & 
professional concerns of the faculty.











Teaching


Janet Foote, PhD Public Health Practice & 
Translational Research


Epidemiology & Biostatistics
Assistant Professor


EPID 573A Basic Principles of Epidemiology
PHP 696V Seminars Public Health Practice
HPS 530 Nutrition, Health & Development


HPS 478 Public Health Nutrition
CPH 597F Phoenix Urban Service Learning







Research / Service


Janet Foote, PhD Public Health Practice & 
Translational Research


Epidemiology & Biostatistics
Assistant Professor


COM-Phx Biostatistics & Study Design 
Service


ADHS Arizona Medical Marijuana 
Contract


Special Olympics Arizona (SOAZ)







Vision


Janet Foote, PhD Public Health Practice & 
Translational Research


Epidemiology & Biostatistics
Assistant Professor


• Regular meetings v Specific objective(s)
• Updates / improvements
• Voice
• Enhanced awareness of breadth of 


MEZCOPH
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