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Faculty Assembly Minutes
 May 16, 2014
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Final”
12:00-1:30 pm
Drachman Hall A116


Faculty Present:   Dan Derksen, Chair
Leila Barraza, Paloma Beamer, Melanie Bell, Lynda Bergsma, Jeff Burgess, Dan Derksen,
Leslie Dennis, Howard Eng, Iman Hakim, Paul Hsu, Eric Lutz, Mary Kay O’Rourke, 
Kristen Pogreba Brown, Kelly Reynolds, Ernie Schloss, Joe Tabor, Doug Taren, and Cyndi Thomson

Other MEZCOPH Personnel:  
Kathleen Crist, Coordinator, MEZCOPH Academic Curriculum and Faculty Affairs
Chris Tisch, Assistant Dean, MEZCOPH Student Services & Alumni Office

1. Dean’s Report:  (Iman Hakim)

· Doug Taren – Sabbatical Leave – July 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014
John Ehiri, HPS Division Director, will be the Interim Associate Dean for Academics, while Doug Taren is on sabbatical leave.  John Ehiri will also continue his position as HPS Division Director.

· Lynn Gerald will be stepping down as MEZCOPH Associate Dean for Research, in order to work full time on her research grants.   Jeff Burgess has accepted the position of MEZCOPH Associate Dean for Research effective July 1, 2014.  Dr. Burgess will be meeting with MEZCOPH personnel and students in the near future, to discuss his leadership plans for the MEZCOPH research office.  Dr. Burgess will also be the Interim Division Director for Community, Environment and Policy, until a permanent Division Director is hired.  

· Iman will be sending out a formal announcement announcing these administrative leadership changes next week.

· College Hiring Plan:  Iman reported that hiring of College faculty is going as planned; Dr. Kaplan’s and Dr. Greenlee’s faculty recruiting is moving forward.  Dr. Michael Halpern will be joining the MEZCOPH faculty (CEP Division) beginning the fall 2014 semester.  Also, a new faculty hire for the HPS Division is forthcoming.

· MEZCOPH and UA Convocation is tomorrow, Saturday May 17th.  
190 graduating MEZCOPH students.  Iman hopes to see all faculty at the convocation ceremonies tomorrow.




· Annual Deans Fund – Apply for small seed grant funding (grant funding criteria listed on MEZCOPH website under:  Research, Global Health Institute, and Development Office (see following link for application: http://publichealth.arizona.edu/sites/publichealth.arizona.edu/files/application-for-2014-deans-annual-fund.pdf


· Global Health Institute Summer Program:   Iman reported on international students who are coming from oversees this summer to be placed, and work with MEZCOPH faculty members.  Iman asked faculty to please contact her, Cecilia Rosales or Jenny Winkler regarding working with these students this summer on faculty research projects.

2. Academic Report:    (Doug Taren, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs)

· Collegiate/Social Space on Campus for Faculty
Doug initiated discussion regarding collegiate space on campus for faculty members.  “What can we do as a College, to initiate faculty social “get togethers”?  The University has future plans to build a “faculty club” on the top of one of the new hotels close to campus.  In addition, we may want to move the faculty assembly to a classroom with a more conducive seating “layout” for faculty members to view each other, for facilitation of faculty discussions.  However, Drach A116 is the only room with videoconferencing capabilities to include the Phoenix faculty.  Doug will talk with Htay regarding other videoconferencing capabilities for a possible room change.

· On-line MPH Program:  (Doug Taren)
Doug has been meeting with the three section chairs whose MPH degree concentration programs will be online:  Epidemiology, Health Services Administration and Health Promotion.  Doug and the section chairs have been working on modifying the instructional course delivery model, so students can finish the online MPH program in two years.  Revenue from the new online program will pay faculty who are teaching the online courses and will also support administrative staff costs (we cannot depend on revenue from the state to support our instructional programs).  The College will be able to use some items produced by Pearson, for the online MPH program, in the face to face course offerings.  The Health Behavior Health Promotion Section has decided to distinguish the online MPH program concentration from the face to face program by calling the online concentration:  MPH in Health Promotion.  The face to face MPH program has “sub plans”, concentration names, which are printed on the MPH students’ UA transcripts.  The College may be able to request the wording “online” to be printed on UA transcripts to distinguish between the face to face and online programs.  The College anticipates approximately 300 students will be enrolled in the new online MPH program over the next three to four years.  This means the College would be meeting 1/3 of the University’s online program goals.  Internships:  Doug stated that a full-time internship coordinator will be hired to work with Pearson Embanet for the CPH 909, Master’s Report “Internship” course.  In addition, a faculty member would be needed from each of the three concentration areas, as an internship report “reader”, in order to review the online students’ internship reports.  We need to work to ensure that the quality of both the face to face and online MPH programs are equal (e.g. admissions criteria, courses, internships, etc.).  The internship workshop course is required for both the face to face and the online MPH degree program students.  The first co-hort for the online MPH program will consist of approximately 30 – 40 graduate students (we will have time to develop and grow the online program).  Currently, the tuition for the online MPH program is $950 per credit for out of state students, and $650 per credit for in state students.  Pearson Embanet takes approximately 50% of the tuition revenue and the UA will also get a cut.   However, Pearson is providing the initial “upfront” revenue for the online MPH program investment.  We may lose face to face MPH students to the new online MPH program, however online degree programs are the wave of the future.  Currently, the new online MPH program would not require mandatory, in person, on campus meetings (totally online). Regarding, cheating:   Pearson Embanet has experience regarding ways to prevent and decrease cheating online.  Pearson recommends less testing and more papers.  In addition, Pearson has other procedures for proctoring exams by videoconferencing and the exams have a time limit.  Other suggestions from faculty:  arrange for proctors, so online program students must take exams face to face with proctors, in order to reduce the chance of cheating online.  In addition, MEZCOPH could require online and face to face students to take the CEPH exam, so the College could monitor how all MPH students are learning and retaining the MPH course curriculum.  Faculty will be credited for teaching online courses in their:  teaching load, other professional services or revenue account.  Faculty will provide funds “up front” to teach and build their course with Pearson Embanet.

· Instruction:  (Doug Taren)

· MEZCOPH Study Abroad Programs:
College is currently working on developing (2) five week summer study abroad courses in Cuernavaca, Mexico for MEZCOPH undergraduate students in collaboration with the National Institute of Public Health.  Faculty would be paid to teach in Cuernavaca, Mexico.  In addition, the College is also looking to develop a study abroad program in Nepal.  Other suggestions from faculty:  Another possible program site could be Alaska.

· Other Announcements:

· Beth Jacobs – Currently working on a T-32 Cancer Center research training grant (post-doctoral training).  If you work in underserved areas, please let her know.  We need to recruit individuals in the community, and/or recruit people who have an interest in working in the community doing research, and get them trained.  Beth would like to work on bridging the Cancer Center’s research with the College of Public Health’s research projects.

Meeting adjourned at 1:10 pm.

Next Meeting:

· The next faculty assembly meeting is scheduled for September 19, 2014. 
__________________________
Changes or corrections to the minutes should be submitted to:
Kathleen Crist, Coordinator, MEZCOPH Academic Curriculum and Faculty Affairs Office



Action Items:*

· Carry forward items for discussion to the September 19, 2014 Faculty Assembly Meeting agenda (Dan Derksen and Kathleen Crist)

· Send Dan Derksen agenda items / topics that MEZCOPH faculty would like to see addressed at the September 19, 2014 Faculty Assembly Meeting (All Faculty members)
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