Excellence in Research Award – The MEZCOPH Excellence in Research Award will be awarded to a faculty member or an academic professional whose primary appointment is in the MEZCOPH.    Research should be characterized by originality and should have investigation as a primary objective.  It should also have the potential to produce results that are beneficial towards human well being and improved health at the individual or community level.  Priority will be given to research that relates directly to the mission of the college and to junior faculty or APs who have made significant contributions in the past year.
The peer review committee of each Division will select a candidate from their Division for the award.  The peer review committee will notify the Division Director of their choice and the Division Director will forward the candidate’s CV to the Office of Research.  In addition, nominations will be solicited through an open call to all faculty and APs.  Nominations are due to the Office of Research by the end of March.  The Research Advisory Committee will review the nominations and choose a winner at the April RAC meeting.  The winner will be announced at the May convocation.
Criteria for selection of the winner of the Research Excellence Award include the following:
· Significance of the research to the mission of the college

· Innovation of the research

· Interdisciplinary and collaborative nature of the research

· Related publications (priority given for more prestigious journals)

· Amount of funding for the research

· Preference will be given to junior faculty or APs who have made significant contributions in the past year

· Cannot have received the award within the past 3 years
